
Minutes of the Vestry 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

February 15, 2017 

 

Present (old & new vestry): Barney Forsythe, Mike Seymour, Beth Campbell, Patty Crower, 

Bob Pinkerton, Tom Miller, Woody Rutter; Westley Byrne, Teege Culp, Linda Finnin  

Absent: Interim Rector Jon Coffey; John Moses 

Guests: Ken Kraft 

Patty opened the meeting with prayer.  

Approval of Minutes--Woody called for a motion to approve the minutes of the January 2017 

meeting and the annual meeting of January 29, 2017. Bob so moved, Tom seconded, the motion 

passed. 

Budget--Bob gave an update on. Everything looks good, according to him, but there may be a 

challenge when we take on the new rector. We’re $12,000 ahead but that’s because some people 

pay their entire pledge in January. Teege moved to approve Bob’s report, Beth seconded, the 

motion was approved. 

Recognizing Original Members--Patty passed on a message from Anne Errington that Anne 

wants the original St. Mark’s members to have special seats or have a part in Roy Tripp’s first 

service on March 5. A general discussion followed about looking to the past vs. going forward, 

but Barney’s idea is that Roy will handle this “beautifully.” Original members were Jack Neitert, 

Bob and Barbara Pinkerton, Roger and Headley Smith, Scott and Lee Shaffer, and Anne and 

Roger Errington. It was brought out that there is always a risk of leaving someone out when 

people are honored in this fashion. The decision was left up to the new Rector. Woody suggested 

that the Bishop consecrate the font he donated in honor of the founders when he makes his 

annual visitation. 

New Vestry Officers--Woody reported that Roy Tripp has requested that Barney be the new 

senior warden. Patty moved, Beth seconded, and the motion passed by acclamation. Barney 

replied that he was “honored to serve with this great team.” 

Woody also reported that Teege had agreed to serve again as junior warden for one year. Patty 

moved, Beth seconded, and the motion passed. 

Bob has agreed to stay on as treasurer. Teege moved to accept his offer, Linda seconded, and the 

motion passed. 

Julie agreed to stay on as secretary. Teege moved to accept her offer, Beth seconded, and the 

motion passed. 

Donation to Diocese--They have asked each parish to donate $500 for a memorial to Bishop 

Gray Temple. Woody read the letter asking for a bronze relief in the cathedral and it appears 



from the letter that the memorial has already been installed. Patty moved that we give $250 

instead of the $500 they asked for. Westley seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

Announcements during Services--Westley pointed out that the Vestry has discussed several 

times the fact that members of the congregation should relate their announcement to the VPOD, 

and the VPOD would make the announcement. Tom thinks the VPOD should express the policy 

orally, and that it also be published in “Red Lion Weekly” and the bulletin. scheduled ahead of 

time. Mike stated his belief that the person who is involved should make the announcement 

because that person has the passion. Ken Kraft added his opinion that the announcement be 

published in writing ahead of time. Barney pointed out that it’s also important to explain to 

people what the impact of their giving is. Westley said that through the application process, this 

will be the first year that the congregation will be able to see what the impact of our giving was.  

Lead Time for Projects--Julie requested that the office be given at least a week to complete 

major projects such as congregational mail-outs, booklets, etc. She reminded the Vestry that both 

she and Carter work part-time and that office hours are Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 

9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Welcoming New Members—Several people reported making a special effort to talk with the 

person who did not feel welcomed. Jane Forsythe is organizing a newcomers’ gathering. She has 

checked with Roy and he doesn’t have a problem with having it during Lent. Proposed dates are 

March 19 or March 26. The Forsythes will provide basics and others will contribute.  

Parochial Report/Membership--Julie talked about the parochial report which is due to the 

national church on March 1. She described the problems of keeping up with membership. Many 

people do not seek a letter of transfer from other Episcopal churches, and some people who are 

making a change from Roman Catholic to Episcopal do not seek to be received. Although none 

of that makes any difference in an individual’s relationship with the St. Mark’s Community, it 

does make accurate record-keeping difficult. Likewise, those who leave town or go to other 

churches do not inform St. Mark’s. Carter has made many calls to update the mailing list and it is 

now fairly accurate, but because of the situation described above, the Parish Register, which the 

canons of The Episcopal Church require us to maintain, does not accurately reflect St. Mark’s 

membership.  

New Rector Transition—Roy’s wife Liz Devoir will be here next week and will close on the 

house. Roy is expected to arrive in town on Feb. 27 and will spend the week getting ready for his 

first Sunday on March 5. We have a transition team consisting of Jane Forsythe, George Jones, 

Jerry Sonnabend and Roberta Aimar. Roy will ask them to meet with him. Roy has indicated that 

he thinks a good time for his installation will be in the fall. 

UICC--Westley attended the meeting of the Unified Interfaith Community Coaliltion. They 

seem very interested in meeting our new Rector.  

Communication--Westley also mentioned that Don Altman didn’t know that he was being 

nominated as delegate.  



Thanks to Woody--Barney proposed that the minutes show that the Vestry is very appreciative 

of Woody’s service as Senior Warden. All concurred. 

Patty closed with prayer at 5:45 and the meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Julie Petroff 

Vestry Secretary 

 

  

 


