
Minutes of the Vestry 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

September 20, 2017 

Present: Rev. Roy Tripp, Sr. Warden Barney Forsythe; John Moses, Treasurer Bob Pinkerton; 

Beth Campbell, Patty Crower, Clerk Julie Petroff, Mike Seymour, Tom Miller, Jr. Warden Teege 

Culp, Westley Byrne, Linda Finnin 

Guests: none 

Roy opened with prayer and called the meeting to order at 4 PM. 

Roy moved to approve the agenda, Beth seconded, approved 

Patty moved & Teege seconded to accept the minutes of the last minutes. 

Vestry liaison reports: 

Outreach committee will meet later in the week. They are very concerned about storm damage in 

the Caribbean and the Walk for Water. She suggests looking at the W for W website. Westley 

hopes there will be a good turnout from St. Mark’s. 

Roy pointed out the Adult Ed series on Good and Evil, that will be offered at 10 am and again at 

6 pm. “the Problem of good & Evil and why we don’t get it.” 

Stewardship—John had lunch with Nicole and had a good meeting. He thinks she will be terrific 

at chairperson. John will work with her and Roy is also meeting with her. 

Pastoral Care—Linda reported that a new ministry called “connections” has been created to 

check with people when they haven’t been seen in church. 

Tom pointed out the name tag holder. We probably need another one. A donor will underwrite 

half of the cost.  

Treasurer’s Report—Bob had nothing to add to the written report. He hopes for improving 

revenue now that summer is over. We are still ahead of budget but we are in the red. He hopes 

that we will not be in the red by the end of the year. Usually December is a good month. Barney 

reminded everyone that the budget meeting is tomorrow at 5 pm. 

Old Business: 

Update on the retreat—Barney—Rooms will be allocated by drawing names from a hat. Lunch is 

at noon in the building next to the pond with the deck. At 1 pm we’ll have the first session. The 

book “A Generous Community” is our guide. We’ll have an experiential activity. A table 

discussion about Andy Doyle’s big ideas, then back together for sharing. The outcome of the 

first meeting is the book. The outcome of the second session is a framework of our vision of our 

framework for St. Mark’s. Small group activity “what does St. Mark’s look like 5 years from 

now. 9:00 Evening Prayer. Saturday morning will be breakfast and Morning Prayer and the 3rd 

session from 9-11:30. That discussion will focus on a roadmap for discerning a mission of what 



God wants us to do. Close with lunch. Roy added that worship will be from the New Zealand 

Prayer Book. 

Holy Land Trip—Roy—Number is at 25 for sure. He has the reading list almost done. Charlie 

Davis and Page will host two of the pre-trip meetings. 

Celebration of New Ministry—Roy wants to meet with Beth about the reception. Oct 5. At 7 

PM. Service will not be elaborate but it will be meaningful. 

Communion Bread—Teege would like to make it more formal. The three who’re doing it now 

are Teege, Linda Finnin and Jane Forsythe. It was agreed that this should be part of the Worship 

Committee. 

New Business: 

Candidates for Vestry membership: Barney—Teege is resigning and Beth feels that she is out too 

much. Westley expressed the opinion that Beth’s absences haven’t affected her performance. The 

slate will be Beth, Patty and one more that the nominating committee will recruit. We can take 

nominations from the floor. Beth believes that more people than slots causes hurt feelings.  

Candidates to the Diocesan Convention—We are entitled to four delegates and four alternates. 

Only the delegates get to vote. Roy will find out the requirements for being a delegate and will 

let Barney know. Teege, Barney and Beth volunteered to be alternates.  

Proposal to support Prosper’s mission—Mike—This is homebuilding mission in war-torn  

Burundi. Mike is impressed by Prosper because of the sacrifices he has made. Mike wants to 

campaign to raise $46,000 to buy him a house. He would like St. Mark’s to be the pass-through 

not the donors of funds. Mike has set up a website to collect donations. St. Mark’s will get 

checks from all over the country. Tom asked about our exposure and liability and Mike is not 

sure. Roy asked about the need to run it through St. Mark’s. Mike says it’s because of our tax-

deductible status. Mike and Maggie are making a matching donation. Mike would handle the 

acknowledgements. We would need a dedicated bank account. The site is ucaring who will take 

2.3% of electronic donations. Westley believes that a lawyer should decide if there is a legal 

liability. Beth moved, Patty seconded, the motion passed. 

Fallen tree—Teege—A huge tree fell across the back of our lot during Irma. It is our 

responsibility up to our property line. Teege is getting estimates. If the professional can take it 

down, we should be able to cart it off. Teege will come back with the bids. Roy pointed out that 

the bid could be approved by email vote. 

Christmas Parade—Patty presented an idea from Jane Twenge. The theme is “light.” She has the 

cost for the flashlights and decorations covered by donations. Teege moved to enter parade, 

Linda seconded and the motion passed.  

Trunk or Treat—Mike—This is all part of a strategy to attract younger people. Mike would like 

to get some people on a St. Mark’s table so they can find out about our ministries. He would also 

like more people with vehicles. This is our biggest attraction during the entire year. Barney  is 

the sign up person. 



Visioning together—Barney updated on the Bishops Visioning Committee. The Bishop spent 45 

minutes updating us on where we are. He plans to be very transparent going forward. He also 

made the case when the “cards have to be held close to the vest” during high-stakes negotiations. 

He charged the committee to come back with some vision statements. The next 45 minutes was 

spent talking about reconciliation. It’s different for lay and clergy. He wants to make a statement 

of who we are so people can make a decision.  

Around the table—Roy and Linda talked about how great the family service was. The feedback 

from parents was good.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Julie Petroff, Clerk 


