
Minutes of the Vestry 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

March 14, 2017 

 

Present: Barney Forsythe, Sr. Warden; Teege Culp, Jr. Warden; Rev. Roy Tripp (hereafter, Roy), 

Rector; Bob Pinkerton, Treasurer; Westley Byrne; Linda Finnin; Mike Seymour; John Moses; Tom 

Miller 

Not Present: Beth Campbell, Patty Crower, Clerk Julie Petroff 

 

Approval of Minutes: unanimously approved 

 

Budget: Bob reviewed the balance sheet for February 2017, and the monthly and YTD revenue and 

expenses through the end of the same month.  He noted that St. Mark’s is now taking on the expense of 

a new, full-time rector, and the financial effect of that will take time to become clear.   

 

Bob also expressed his concern that St. Mark’s needs to have additional individuals who have access 

and signing authority for church accounts in the event that he is incapacitated and/or unable to continue 

his duties.  A motion by Bob, and seconded by John, giving both Wardens access to St. Mark’s accounts 

and signing authority passed unanimously. 

 

Further, Mike Seymour initiated a discussion highlighting the need for a permanent assistant for 

Bob.  Roy suggested that we first get additional information, and Bob was asked to write a job 

description, in conjunction with assistance from Barney and in compliance with our parish by-laws and 

report back. 

 

The last audit for St. Mark’s was done two years ago, and Bob will investigate alternatives to have the 

work completed. 

 

John asked if the church has a formal policy for handling bequests and it was noted that it does not.  Roy 

expressed that in the past notification has been by letter, which he would be happy to continue.  John 

offered to get additional information from the Episcopal Church Foundation (ECF), with which he has 

extensive experience.  Roy concurred that the ECF is an exceptional resource. 

 

Old business: none to be addressed. 

 

New business: April 23 has been set for the Bishop’s visit, with a reception to be held at Port Royal 

Elementary School.  The hours of 9am-2pm have been budgeted for set up to tear down.  A fee of $325 

will be required to cover the personnel expense at the school.  A motion to accept and pay that amount 

was made by Barney, seconded by Tom, and unanimously approved. 

It was noted that there will be two services on that Sunday at the regularly scheduled times:  9am and 

11am, however, the Bishop will only be officiating at the 11am service. 

 



Additionally, there will be 5 confirmands and 1 reception. 

 

Roy initiated a discussion of his vision for St. Mark’s leadership team, in the context of faith 

communities and servant leaders.  He emphasized that developing and implementing ‘frameworks’ for 

administrative and operational issues will be structurally important for consistent fiduciary and 

liturgical functions of the parish.  He indicated that these should be implemented during the year. 

 

In conjunction with the “frameworks,” Roy expressed his belief in networking and making connections 

throughout our community.  To that end, we should expect to see him engaging individuals and 

organizations, clad in his collar as a symbol of his position as a representative of St. Mark’s, and 

offering them the invitation to ‘come and see’ what opportunities the parish may hold for them. 

 

Nonetheless, Roy also cautioned that we should expect him to progress cautiously, so that the haste for 

growth in an effort to “get things done” doesn’t inadvertently generates mistakes. 

 

Noting that St. Mark’s is growing rapidly (Bob calculated that our enrollment has grown from 220 to 

251 over the last year), Roy explained that we need to manage our growth carefully; this may be part of 

a Vestry retreat to be held in the late Fall. He also noted that he and his wife, Liz, will be making direct 

contact with members of the parish via dinners and within foyer group gatherings. 

 

The following committees and their current Vestry liaison were noted as the following: 

  

Pastoral Care:  Linda 

Buildings and Grounds: Teege 

Outreach: Westley 

Community Connections: Mike 

Christian Formation: Patti 

Parish Life: Beth 

Stewardship: John 

Youth Education: Mike 

Worship: Roy 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Tom Miller 

  

 


