
Minutes of the Vestry 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

July 19, 2017 

Present: Rev. Roy Tripp, Bob Pinkerton, Teege Culp, Linda Finnin, Tom Miller, Beth 

Campbell, Westley Byrne 

Absent: Barney Forsythe, Mike Seymour, John Moses, Patty Crower 

Guests: none 

Tom opened the meeting with a prayer at 4 pm. 

Tom moved to approve the consent agenda, Beth seconded, and the motion passed. 

Bob moved to approve the minutes from the June meeting, Teege seconded, and the motion 

passed. 

Teege moved that the Rector’s Report be approved, Linda seconded, and the motion passed. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Bob said his hope is still to break even by the end of the year, which would be great because we 

expected to go in the hole. Beth moved that the Treasurer’s Report be approved, Tom seconded 

and the motion passed. 

Old Business 

Name tag holder—Tom met with Pender Brothers. Kathy Pender is working on two designs and 

will get back with Tom next week. 

Update on Vestry Retreat—Roy reported that he, Barney and Jane Frederick met to plan the 

agenda. Roy will work on weaving spirituality into the event. They want to have bonding 

experiences for the group. The next step will be to look at the facility. Plans are to arrive for 

lunch on Friday and have a session, followed by dinner and an evening session. Saturday 

morning will consist of a session followed by lunch before leaving. There will be a detailed 

agenda before the event and everyone should be sure to read A Generous Community by C. 

Andrew Doyle by the date of the retreat. Roy said that we are looking at a period of engagement 

that will involve the entire congregation. The challenge after the retreat is presenting the 

information to the congregation, according to him. The retreat will be our guidebook for the year 

ahead. Roy’s intention is to have retreat attendees say, “I’m glad I was here. It was worthwhile.” 

New Business 

Celebration of New Ministry—Roy reported that the date has been set for Oct. 5 at 7 PM at St. 

John’s Lutheran. The Bishop will be present along with Roy’s friend the Rev. Sallie Shippen, 

who will preach. Roy will talk with Beth about getting an action team together for the reception.  

Budget Preparation Process—Bob said he has been putting the budget together by making an 

estimate of revenue. He stated that he is hopeful that it revenue will be positive. The big 

assumption that must be made is how much revenue we will have next year. Bob said he hopes 



to call on Roy’s experience. Roy said we’ll begin budgeting in the fourth quarter of this year. 

There was a general discussion about where Trunk or Treat should go in the budget. Westley 

proposed that Trunk or Treat be placed under evangelism. Roy’s proposal was that various 

groups should ask what they expenditures will be based on what they spent the year before. We 

then look at that and see if it is realistic or not. Bob said he will revamp the budget a good bit. He 

also explained what is meant by in-kind contributions.  

Westley asked for clarification on the Schwab account. Bob explained that someone recently 

donated some stock which he immediately sold because TEC does not let us keep stock. The 

Schwab account is just a way to deal with stock gifts. The Schwab account is not an investment 

account. Everyone agreed that Bob has done an incredible job as Treasurer. 

Water Mission--Westley cleared up some confusion about Water Mission. We previously voted 

through Outreach to send money to their disaster response to Haiti. We partner with First 

Presbyterian. This will be our first year of doing “Walk for Water” and Westley will ask 

Outreach to sponsor it at the silver level ($1000). This will come out of money already budgeted. 

Outreach, according to Westley, keeps a very detailed trail. Roy reiterated that the Vestry can get 

this information as requested. He emphasized that when members of the congregation ask for 

information, Vestry members should refer them to Bob or Tom. Tom expressed the opinion that 

we are a growing organization and we need to adapt. Roy announced that the loose offering at 

the combined service on June 30 with Port Royal United Methodist Church will go to Phoebe’s 

Closet. People may also write a check to Phoebe’s Closet. Regular offerings in St. Mark’s 

envelopes and checks made out to St. Mark’s will, of course, be given to St. Mark’s. 

Westley presented a packet from the Walk for Water that is being used to introduce the Walk to 

various organizations. So far donors have included both First Presbyterian, Sea Island 

Presbyterian, Tidal Creek Fellowship, Unitarian Universalists, St. John’s Lutheran, and 

Beaufort-Jasper Water Facility. Westley moved that the Vestry endorse her request to Outreach 

to become a sponsor at the $1000 level. Tom seconded and the motion passed. Bob will wait for 

a request from Alison to write the check. 

Communications--Roy stated that if a parishioner asks a Vestry member a question about any 

particular area, the Vestry member should direct the parishioner to whomever is in charge of that 

area; i.e., if the question is about Roy, direct the person to Roy. 

Bumper Sticker--Julie reported that 4-inch circular stickers can be ordered for around $ .59 

each. They can be sold to parishioners for $1 to offset costs and will be one way to raise 

awareness of St. Mark’s. The Vestry authorized her to proceed with ordering 300 for 

approximately $180. 

Portable Defibrillator--Roy brought up the need for a portable defibrillator. He would like to 

explore the cost and find out whether or not we can leave it in Union Church. 

Visioning Together—Roy encouraged everyone to read A Generous Community as it will be 

crucial in the year ahead.  



Around the Table—Various people shared experiences they’ve had visiting other churches. 

Linda recommended a movie called Queen of Katwe. She said it was inspiring. Tom thanked 

Bob for the tutorial on the budget.  

Tom closed the meeting with prayer at 5:25 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Julie Petroff 

Vestry Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


