
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

Minutes of the Vestry 

August 16 2017 

Present: Rev. Roy Tripp, Sr. Warden Barney Forsythe, Beth Campbell, Patty Crower, Tom 

Miller, Clerk Julie Petroff, Westley Byrne, Jr. Warden Teege Culp 

Absent: Treasurer Bob Pinkerton, Mike Seymour, John Moses 

Roy opened with prayer and Barney called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM. 

Tom moved to approve the consent agenda, Patty seconded, and the motion was approved. 

Beth moved to approve the minutes of the July meeting, Linda seconded, and the motion was 

approved. 

The Outreach and Rector’s report were presented and discussed briefly. 

Treasurer’s Report—Presented by Tom in Bob’s absence. Tom reported that we are right on 

target as far as revenue vs. expenses. We were expecting the extra costs that have been incurred 

with a full-time rector. He thinks we’re at a point where we need to look at things from a 

protective point of view; for instance, there is no notification from the Schwab account when 

stock is deposited, and the diocesan rule is that it must be immediately liquidated and deposited 

elsewhere. Barney asked that Bob or Tom write a letter stating as much to the Schwab account 

executive. Tom also mentioned that it would be good if we could get proposals that look like the 

one from the Able Group. Barney suggested that we have that discussion during the pledge drive. 

Celebration of New Ministry on Oct. 5--There was a general discussion about what the budget 

might be for a gift to St. John’s, the reception, and an honorarium for the preacher. We should 

have a budget by the next meeting. Beth Campbell will organize the reception. 

Old Business 

Name tag rack—Tom brought an example and at Westley’s suggestion, will see if the same 

item can be constructed with a larger grid. Tom said the name board will be $275 and will fit on 

an easel. Teege moved to buy it, Patty seconded, and the motion passed. 

Vestry Retreat—Roy reported that he, Barney and Jane Frederick saw the facility (Palm Key) 

and he thinks it will be a tremendous physical location. They plan a follow-up meeting next 

week to work out details of the agenda. Barney added that the bulk of us will be in two houses of 

five people each. Each person will have his/her own room and bath. The Vestry agreed to put 

names in a hat to see who stays where. We will arrive at noon on Friday for lunch. Friday 

sessions will be from 1-4 and 7-9. Saturday morning’s session will be from 9-noon, ending with 

lunch. The tentative goal is that we leave the retreat with a vision for St. Mark’s moving forward 

and a road map on how to get there. The book A Generous Community by C. Andrew Doyle will 

stimulate thinking.  

Facilities Task Force--Jane Frederick has been asked to form a task force to analyze various 

options for our future physical facilities. That will be begun in parallel with the work the Vestry 

does at the Retreat. The Task Force consists of Jane and Michael Frederick, Scott Graber, Don 

Altman and Tom Miller. Patty Crower asked that the Vestry enthusiastically applaud the work 

that Barney and Roy have done.  



Holy Land Trip—Roy reported that the trip is definitely “a go.” The number is now at 19, 

which decreases the amount that goes to St. Mark’s, although, as Barney pointed out, the purpose 

of the trip was not to make money. People are still able to sign up. The absolute cut-off date is 

Oct. 15.  

Fall Programs—Roy reported on new programs for the fall. Roy and Patty will meet next week 

to discuss SMU programs in addition to the two that have been advertised. The Wednesday 

morning bible study will be tied in with the evening Eucharist at 5:30 PM, which will be in 

Union Church. The Sunday School program will be enhanced with a new curriculum. The first 

family-oriented service will be on Sept. 17. Roy pointed out that if we hear other plans being 

bandied about, the persons should be referred to him. As far as talk of a third service, Roy added 

that the purpose would be to draw people from outside the regular congregation. Roy will be way 

from Sept. 9-Sept. 16 and Jack Nietert will cover the Sunday and Wednesday services during his 

absence 

Pledge Drive/Budget—Last year the drive took place during most of October and pledges were 

collected on Nov. 6. Bob did a lot of budget work ahead of time. Tom said we need to hear what 

the ministries say they need in terms of a budget for next year. We also need to establish a 

system whereby a request for disbursement comes in writing. Barney stated that gathering 

budgetary information should be done before the pledge drive. During the pledge drive, we 

should speak to the congregation about our ministry needs. In other words, “What is God calling 

us to do?” At the September Vestry meeting we should have the input from the parish 

committees so we can compile them. Patty moved to have an additional meeting on Sept. 21 and 

have some sort of meal. This would be in addition to the regular meeting at 4:00 PM on Sept. 20. 

All Vestry liaisons should come to the meeting on Sept. 21 with their ministry teams’ input. A 

number of names were suggested as possibilities to lead the Pledge Drive. 

New Vestry—Julie will check and get the information back to the Vestry regarding terms of 

current members. The Vestry will discuss this further at the September meeting.  

Deanery Meeting—There was a lengthy discussion about the last meeting at which the SC 

Supreme Court decision was discussed. Roy reported that he will be a candidate for Diocesan 

Council. Roy and Barney agreed that St. Mark’s will host the Deanery confirmation service. 

Patty suggested that Alison Davidow’s name be put forward as another candidate for Diocesan 

Council and everyone concurred. The Diocensan Convention will be at All Saints HH on Nov. 

10-11. There is sign-up on the Diocesan website for volunteers. 

Going around the table--Roy is into his seventh month as rector. He hopes to jumpstart 

visitations when everyone gets back from the summer. Westley reported that Unified Interfaith 

Coalition will hold a memorial on Sept. 10 at 4:00 PM at Beth Israel Synagogue, and the 

Beaufort Walk for Water is on Oct. 14. St. Mark’s gets 20 registrations with its sponsorship. 

Everyone else is $20 per person.  

The meeting adjourned at 5:30 PM 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Julie Petroff 

Vestry Clerk 


