
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

Minutes of the Vestry 

June 21, 2017 

Present: Rev. Roy Tripp, Senior Warden Barney Forsythe, Westley Byrne, Tom Miller, Mike 

Seymour, Linda Finnin, Treasurer Bob Pinkerton, Clerk Julie Petroff 

Absent: Junior Warden Teege Culp, Patty Crower, John Moses 

Guests: none 

Roy called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and opened with a prayer. Mike moved that the 

minutes of the last meeting be approved, Barney seconded, and the motion passed. 

Vestry Liaison Reports 

Mike Seymour for Community Connections—The Estill Penitentiary Ministry concluded its 

second round on June 20, according to Mike. The team decided to focus on the Gospel of Mark 

as a place to start in bible study. Mike would like to have input on a good commentary on Mark. 

The inmates have expressed a wish for more involvement from the Episcopal Church as an 

alternative to the Evangelical point of view to which they are most often exposed. Mike reported 

that the participants would like an ordained minister to come and give communion. Carol of All 

Saints will go to the Bishop and ask about having a priest there one Sunday night a month. The 

participants have been asked to spread the word among the other inmates. Mike reported that are 

slightly more African Americans than whites among the ten participants, and that they are 

incarcerated for a variety of reasons. Roy suggested asking each of the retired St. Mark’s clergy 

to hold a service once a quarter.  

Linda Finnin for Pastoral Care—Linda reported that this group has developed a framework. 

The bereavement contact is Paula Miller and Judy Utter is the contact for “Helping Hands,” 

which is a group who will provide meals for the sick. This should not be confused with Parish 

Life activities. According to Linda, the information has been posted to the website. Linda 

reported that the Mepkin Retreat the past weekend was very successful.  

Westley Byrne for Outreach—The Outreach and Mission Committee report is attached. The 

next meeting will be on July 24. Requests from parishioners for Outreach funds to be donated to 

organization are due before the next meeting. Westley expressed a wish for St. Mark’s to be one 

of the sponsors for the “Walk on Water” event in October. She will distribute informational  

materials. Roy will bless various gifts (the sofa in memory of Barbara Yergens’, the donation to 

the Conroy Literary Center in honor of Jon Coffey, and the baptismal font from Scott and Lee 

Shaffer and its stand from Woody Rutter) during the service on July 16. 

Bob Pinkerton for Treasurer’s Report—Things are tighter now, according to Bob, because St. 

Mark’s has more expenses. The rule used to be that any amount over $100 had to be approved by 

the Vestry. Bob is concerned about the amount for the Vestry Retreat, which isn’t in the budget. 

Barney stated that when expenses come up that are outside the budget, we need Vestry approval. 

Bob stated that the only budget he usually gets is for Outreach and Trunk or Treat. Westley 



pointed out that people don’t know what they need because the committees are newly-formed. 

An alternative would be to advise committee members on what was spent the prior year. Bob 

said this would be a lot of work for him because of the way the accounts are set up. Roy thanked 

Bob for all his hard work. 

Old Business 

New name tag holder—The general agreement from the Vestry is that meeting time should be 

spent on more important things. Julie will ask her husband Walker to come up with a design and 

Tom will handle getting it built.  

Emanuel Nine Service—The $200 donation for this event came from Outreach funds. 

Fall Vestry Retreat—Barney reported that this will be held at Palm Key in Ridgeland on Sept. 

29-30. The format is three sessions: Friday afternoon, Friday evening, and Saturday morning. 

Jane Frederick has agreed to facilitate. The cost is $218 per person for a private room and four 

meals. Since the retreat was not budgeted, Barney moved to authorize an amount “up to” the per-

person amount with some people paying their own way if they wish although there will be no 

obligation. Barney suggested that the budget should reflect the actual cost so it can be carried 

forward next year. Bob seconded the motion and the motion carried. Advance reading for the 

retreat is A Generous Community by C. Andrew Doyle. Barney stated that the purpose and goals 

of the retreat will be shared with the Vestry ahead of time.  

Furniture in Storage—Barney reported that at the last meeting the Vestry voted to donate the 

furniture to the Habitat Restore. Since then, a parishioner has suggested that it be placed in a 

consignment shop so St. Mark’s could recoup a portion of the amount spent. The furniture has 

been moved into an area owned by this parishioner. Barney asked if the Vestry wanted to change 

the intent of how we want to dispose of the furniture. It was agreed that the intent of the Vestry 

was that the furniture will be donated to the Habitat Restore, with a couple of exceptions for 

parishioners who had previously asked to purchase a couple of items and two twin beds that will 

be donated to Phoebe’s Closet at Port Royal UMC. 

The Ministry Minute—This will start in September and Westley will communicate that to the 

Outreach Committee. 

Boy Scouts—Roy said he has reached out twice and heard nothing back. 

Communication Guidelines—The Vestry agreed on these at a previous meeting. Westley said 

she would write a short article for “Red Lion Weekly” and the Sunday bulletin.  

VPODs—Linda reported that some people say they can’t hear her during the announcements.  

Several people agreed to make the announcements for her on her assigned Sunday and she will 

perform the other duties.  

New Business 

Pilgrimage to Israel—Roy reported on what he feels is an exciting opportunity for a group to go 

to Israel in January 2018. It will be an educational and spiritual pilgrimage to be led by Roy. 



There would be pre-trip meetings, as well as daily components while there. Roy is familiar with 

the organization, Illumine Tours, based in Boston. Airfare, accommodations, guides, breakfast 

and dinner (but not lunch) will be $3700 per person based on double occupancy. It’s as safe as 

one can be traveling in today’s world, according to Roy. St. Mark’s congregation would be 

offered the trip first and any extra spaces offered to members of the diocese. Included is a $100 

contribution per person to St. Mark’s. Roy assured the Vestry that there is no financial 

commitment to St. Mark’s as a parish. Barney agreed that the trip is an exciting adult education 

opportunity. Mike expressed the opinion that the timeline for putting the trip together is too short 

and that 30 participants is too many. He thinks it would be better to go in April even though it 

may cost another $1000. Roy responded that the minimum number with the tour company is 26, 

and the maximum is 33, but agreed that the timeline is a bit short since people have to commit by 

August. Bob moved to proceed with Roy’s plan, Westley seconded, and the motion carried. Roy 

will call the company, however, and check on the price difference for going later in the year. Roy 

reiterated that the trip will be a pilgrimage and that he will be working.  

Roy closed with prayer at 5:25 p.m. and the meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Julie Petroff, Vestry Clerk 

 

 

 

 


