
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

Minutes of the Vestry 

May 21, 2018 

 

Present: Roy Tripp, Barney Forsythe, Beth Campbell, John Moses, Patty Crower, Mike 

Seymour, Tom Miller, Jim Rowe, Linda Finnin, Lewis Tabb and Westley Byrne 

No absences; no visitors 

Roy opened the meeting with prayer. 

Barney asked to put the matter of a new Vestry clerk on the agenda. A motion was made to 

approve and it was seconded and passed. 

A motion was made to approve the minutes of the April meeting. It was seconded and passed. 

COMMITTEE LIAISON REPORTS 

Outreach Committee—Jim Rowe is the new Vestry liaison. He reported that $13,050 was 

approved for disbursement this year leaving a balance of $4950. The most recent funding has 

been to Under One Roof and Walk for Water Beaufort. No further disbursements will be made 

until September. Jim passed on a request from Lou Moses to engage a commercial service to do 

a “Passions” survey.  Lou also requests a soft audit of the Committee’s financial status. Tom 

explained that this is a way to keep with what has been requested, what has been approved, and 

what has been actually sent out. Tom mentioned that HELP has expressed gratitude. 

Prison Ministry--Mike Seymour reported for the prison ministry at Estill. The bible study has 

evolved. They are studying the Gospel of Matthew. Eighty-five people turned out for two 

services of Holy Eucharist. A group of 14 is in the bible study group. It will continue through the 

summer and wind up in October.  

Treasurer’s Report (I was out of the room making copies. Lewis, can you email me with a brief 

summary?) 

OLD BUSINESS 

Purchase of Union Church--Westley reported that there are no hitches in the purchase. The 

paperwork for the loan from ECBF is in the works. The amount of the loan is now $100,000 

since someone gave an anonymous gift of $15,000. Thanks to Scott Graber, we signed a contract 

of sale with the Town of Port Royal and Westley and others went over the inspection done by 

Beaufort Construction. Some balusters need repair along with an HVAC flue. The Town will 

have these fixed. There may be a problem with the HVAC cover, which will also resolved. The 

Town has no termite policy but there was no evidence of active termites. Some old damage had 

been repaired. We will get an inspection done and go back to the Town if necessary. The Town 

has been very cooperative. We’re still on track to close on July 1, but we may push it to August 1 

if we have to. Roy suggested that we keep on top of getting documents back from the Diocese in 

view of the fact that General Convention is coming up. 



Capital Campaign—John Moses reported that he has been in touch with Joe Buggy and others 

about what we need to do in terms of the campaign. The ECF agrees that we’ve done a good job, 

but they think we should do one piece of the discernment process. They want to come down for a 

day and meet. The question is can we pull off a campaign between January and the end of May. 

They suggested that we do part of the discernment design plan in the fall without stepping on the 

stewardship drive. Then we’d be ready in January to do the feasibility study and campaign. They 

also suggested we might want to do the campaign a year from now to give the architects to finish 

their job so we’d have a really good package. John thinks we don’t have to take any steps until 

fall. A general discussion ensued. Barney thinks we have momentum now. Mike pointed out that 

some people are interested in details and might give more if plans were firmer. Barney suggested 

that we make some decisions about the architect at the next meeting. A discussion about the 

Fredericks firm ensued as to congregational perception. Roy said it has been his experience that a 

pledge drive and a capital campaign have two distinct emphases. Patty believes the Fredericks 

should have first right of refusal because of their commitment to the parish. Barney reported that 

Nicole Passeggio has agreed to chair the pledge drive again. It will be combined thematically 

with the capital campaign. Barney said he’d sound out the Fredericks before the next meeting. 

The Vestry will make a decision at the next meeting.  

Ken Kraft’s discernment for the diaconate-- Roy reported that will be looking at $1500-$2000 

to help Ken with the process. The training period is for a year. The expenses will be incurred in 

the pre-training phase of the process. The study program will start in September. Before that, he 

has to have a psychiatristic exam and a physical. The cost is associated with the psychiatric 

assessment. The diocese hasn’t given us the costs that will be incurred after September, but Roy 

doesn’t think it would be much since it’s one weekend a month. Roy thinks Ken would cover a 

third of the cost, St. Mark’s a third and the diocese a third. Lewis said we could cover the $1500 

now. Wesley moved to invest up to $1500, Mike seconded, and the motion passed. 

Listening Team—Barney reported that several people practiced with PR Elementary, the mayor, 

and the city manager. The Team then met to synthesize what they learned. The needs so far 

concerned both ends of the age spectrum—children and the elderly. The most important part is 

finding the right people to talk to, as well as matching needs with our gifts. We need to broaden 

the scope by getting a larger group and involve as many people as possible. A general discussion 

followed. Barney suggests that we focus over the next few months on the internal process.  

Parish Retreat—Roy and Julie reported that this is planned for Kanuga on September 7-9. Roy 

gave a brief run-down on a relaxed but focused program. The maximum number is 50 and 11 

have already committed.  

NEW BUSINESS 

Vestry Clerk—Julie Petroff wishes to be relieved of duties as Vestry Clerk. Roy expressed the 

opinion that since it’s an ex-officio position, we might open it up to the congregation. Roy and 

others think it would be better to have one person consistently. Roy will craft an article for “Red 

Lion Weekly” asking for volunteers. The intent is to have the person in time for the June 

meeting. 



Diocesan Vision Statement—A copy was distributed to each Vestry member. Roy believes it is 

an accurate depiction of who we are in the diocese. Barney pointed out that the pictures are the 

components of the shield of the diocese.   

Annual Pledge Drive—Nicole has agreed to chair it again for 2019. 

Vestry Retreat—The consensus of the Vestry is that we do want to have one. Roy suggests we 

not go away but make the investment of time. Beth suggested having it after the new Vestry is 

elected. After a general discussion, the Vestry agreed to consider having it at the beginning of 

2019. 

Visioning together--Roy expressed the opinion that the Vestry has been doing that since the 

beginning of the meeting.  

After going around the table for additional comments, Roy closed the meeting with prayer and 

the meeting was adjourned at 6:45 PM. 

 Respectfully submitted, 

Julie Petroff, Clerk 

  

 

 


