
MINUTES OF THE VESTRY 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

May 17, 2017 

 

Present: Roy Tripp, Bob Pinkerton, Beth Campbell, Patty Crower, Teege Culp, John Moses, 

Tom Miller, Julie Petroff, Linda Finnin, Westley Byrne 

 

Absent: Barney Forsythe, Mike Seymour 

 

Guest: Sally Domby 

 

Roy opened the meeting at 4:30 p.m. with a prayer attributed to Francis Drake. He then asked for 

approval to have the discussion concerning education moved to the beginning of the meeting and 

for the approval of the minutes of the April meeting. Both were approved. 

 

Christian Education 

Roy explained that we would like to pursue some new ideas about educating our children.  

 

a) The first idea is a family service to be aimed at young children. The format would consist 

of fewer lessons, simplified prayers, and a children’s story in place of a homily. The total 

time might be 40 minutes, with Taize music or something similar. This would occur on 

the first Sunday of the month.  

b) Another possibility is a Wednesday evening program with a simple supper beginning at 

5:30 p.m. There would be a program for adults and children separately. It would end at 

7:00 p.m.  

c) A third possibility is to adjust each Sunday’s service to have a brief component for 

children, have them leave for Sunday School, then return to Eucharist.  

 

Sally Domby, who is one of the Christian Education teachers, stated that she believes these 

options are feasible. She believes people don’t come out at night unless you feed them, but 

realizes that the Center is not the most conducive venue for this kind of thing. She is concerned 

that we are ministering mainly to older people and that we have a responsibility to offer 

something to families since we’re the only Episcopal Church in the immediate area except the 

one in Okatie. Roy agreed with Sally that we need to offer a minimal of something for children. 

Roy suggests that we talk with the congregation about this and get a feeling for what they think. 

We’ll need to make a decision in July. He said that another thing to keep in mind is that this is 

going to take a lot of people—probably at least ten. Whatever we do, we should do for the entire 

year. It will need to be promoted heavily. We may decide not to do it this fall, and that’s okay 

too, he said.  

 

Tom asked if we might also have an 8:00 “said service” on the Sundays we have the children’s 

service. Roy says he’s excited about the possibilities and wants us to be excited. To add context 

to the discussion, Roy presented some statistics. Attendance at the 9:00 a.m. service since so far 



was 883 people, and 1052 have attended the at 11:00 service. This brings the total number of 

people attending since January 1 to 2324. 

 

Roy also reported that St. Helena’s has suspended its relationship with the Boy Scouts. He has 

reached out to the Scout Master at St. Helena’s and the regional Boy Scout director about Cub 

Scouts. He has not heard back from the person at St. Helena’s. 

  

Patty mentioned the possibility of a Wednesday night evening prayer service with a simple meal 

before or after supper. 

 

Reports from Vestry Liaisons 

 

Westley Byrne--Outreach 

May 15 was not the last chance to make Funding/Resource Requests. The Committee received 

many and additional ones will be dealt with in July. As far as Good Neighbor Medical Clinic, the 

grant needed to have a targeted purpose, as stated in the attached report. Roy wants us to pump 

up public awareness concerning what we do with outreach. Westley pointed out our involvement 

with the water mission in Uganda, in which we gave money piggy-backing on First Presbyterian. 

We also gave funds for a safe water project in Haiti following Hurricane Matthew. A “Walk for 

Water Beaufort” will take place in the fall. This will enable us to work with Tidal Creek 

Fellowship.  

 

Beth Campbell—Parish Life 

The Pentecost Picnic is back on for June 4. Pulled pork and beverages will be provided and 

everyone should bring a side dish or dessert. Roy reported that there will be a dunk tank for the 

Rector--three shots for $5. Proceeds will go to the Rector’s Discretionary Fund. 

 

Treasurer’s Report—Bob Pinkerton 

Bob reported that a person who pledges $6000 a year gave it all in April, which skewed the 

numbers. The budget is in line with projections and we are $17,000 ahead. 

 

Old Business 

 

Name Tag Board—Patty Crower 

Patty was not able to find any racks on the Internet. She suggested covered plastic baskets. Bob 

suggested that something could be done with a better rack. Roy suggested looking at other rack 

possibilities and decide at a later date. 

 

Furniture in Storage—Bob Pinkerton 

We’re paying $150 per month to store the furniture, which was purchased at a cost of around 

$10,000 for use in the Dannals’ condo as opposed to paying their moving expenses. Several 

ideas were explored about what to do with the furniture (garage sale, etc.) Linda moved that we 

donate the available furniture to the Habitat Restore; Tom seconded; the motion passed. 



 

Draft of Announcement Procedure 

Roy firmly stated that he will not be the one to make the decision about which people will be 

allowed to make announcements during the service. He suggested that we follow the draft 

procedure (attached). Roy further suggested that we allow a five-minute window once a month 

for designated parishioners to give oral reports on their projects. Patty moved that we accept 

Roy’s proposal and John seconded. The motion passed. 

 

Fall Retreat 

Roy reported that we’ve had difficulty finding a space. A place currently under consideration is 

Honey Creek, about two hours away in Georgia. Roy will send out two possible dates for 

consideration by the Vestry. Westley suggested looking into some local places like Penn Center. 

 

A Generous Community 

Vestry members should get a copy of the book. Let Roy know if anyone has a problem buying it. 

He suggests getting a hard copy or an electronic version and reading it over the summer. He 

stated that he would like to use the book as an overarching theme. 

 

Rector’s Report 

Someone offered to donate a baby grand piano to St. Mark’s,  but its use did not fit in with the 

Historical Society’s perspective of the interior of Union Church, according to Roy. 

 

Roy reported that the clergy conference was one of the best he’s attended. There were 48 in 

attendance, the Bishop gave very moving meditations, and Roy had an opportunity to interact 

with other clergy. 

 

He plans a Wednesday evening service at 5:30 p.m. during the summer and expressed the 

opinion that it will appeal to a different group. 

 

Visioning Together  

According to Roy, we will look at where God is calling us over the next 3-5 year period, 

including the way we look at the grace that has been bestowed upon us. A Generous Community 

will be very helpful. The theme “come and see” will be emphasized in print and on our website.   

 

After an “around the table,” Teege closed with prayer and the meeting adjourned at 6:00 pm 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Julie Petroff, Vestry Clerk 

 

 

 


