
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church Vestry Meeting 

Minutes 

March 18, 2019 at 4:30 pm 

 

Present: Roy Tripp, Beth Campbell, Dick Balkite, Jim Rowe, John Moses, Celeste Nalwasky, Lewis 

Tabb, Tom Miller 

 

Absent: Patty Crower, Barney Forsythe, Westley Byrne 

 

Guest: Dave Strange 

 

1. Call to Order and Opening Prayer: Roy called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. and opened with 

a prayer. 

 

2. Approval of Minutes:  Vestry approved Minutes of the February Vestry Meeting with no 

changes. 

 

3. Added Agenda Item: Building and Grounds 

 

Dave Strange presented background regarding adjacent property.  Vestry unanimously passed a 

motion giving authority to Dave Strange, Lewis Tabb, and Scott Graber (with his agreement) to 

enter into necessary legal search to determine ownership of 1006 11th Street, and upon 

determination, enter into discussion to determine legal owner’s desire to sell. Vestry further 

authorized commitment of up to $3,000 good faith deposit. 

 

4. Reports from Parish Committee Liaisons 

 

a. Jim: Outreach and Mission Committee—Report attached. 

b. Westley: Buildings and Grounds—Report attached. 

c.  Beth: Pastoral Life—Report attached. 

d. Celeste/Patty: Prayer Ministry and Pastoral Care—Report attached.  

e. Dick: Community Connections—Report attached. 

f. Roy: Worship—Report attached. 

 

5. Treasurer’s Report:  Lewis reported that March receipts were strong.  Treasurer’s Memo, 

February 2019 Balance Sheet, and February 2019 Operating Statement are attached. 

 

6. 0ld Business 

 

a. Capital Campaign Update: Report attached. 

John proposed to keep the Parish informed on the status of Capital Campaign planning 

with the Episcopal Church Foundation by publishing a notice in the Red Lion Weekly.  

The Vestry unanimously approved the proposal including the following statement, “We, 

the members of the Vestry, individually and collectively, enthusiastically endorse the 

goals of the planned capital campaign to build a Sacristy addition, renovate Union 



Church and pay off the mortgage.  We pledge to contribute to the best of our abilities to 

help meet the goals established through the upcoming Feasibility Study.” 

 

In addition, Vestry approved a motion to create a plaque listing donors in alphabetical 

order and install it in St. Mark’s Church. 

 

b. Vestry Retreat: Roy reported that the Vestry Retreat is scheduled for September 27-28.  

 

c. Policy for Fundraising Solicitations:  Lewis reviewed the Draft Fundraising Principles, 

Policies, and Procedures.  He asked the Vestry to review the document (attached) and 

send him comments.  The Vestry will vote on the document during the Vestry Meeting on 

April 15. 

 

7. New Business 

 

a. Changing tables: Roy asked the Building and Grounds Committee to explore the cost of a 

folding changing table.   

 

b. Facility Usage Guidelines: Roy will send a copy of Facility Usage Guidelines to Vestry 

to review.  Acceptance of the document will be voted on at the Vestry Meeting on April 

15. 

 

8. Visioning Together: Roy reported that he has received positive responses to his request to be 

informed about the need for Pastoral Care within the congregation. 

 

9. “Going around the table”: Celeste reported that Mike Seymore will become involved in Pastoral 

Care. 

 

10.  Closing: Roy closed with a prayer at 6:00 p.m. and the meeting was adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Wendy Wilson, Vestry Clerk 

March 21, 2019 

 

Attachments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Outreach & Mission Report 

 

Review of Current Requests for Funds 

1. St. Francis Center 

2. Habitat for Humanity 

3. Good Neighbor Free Medical Clinic 

4. ABLE – Bill Krebs 

Discussion  

o ERD Funds, propose that 10% of our O & M Budget be designated for ERD 

o April Meeting moved to the 23rd due to Holy Week  

o St. Francis Nuns have been invited to come and talk to us at our April Meeting 

o May/June/July/August/September 

▪ Louise is away from May 1 to October 15.  Do you want to have a meeting in 

May and then take off June/July/August and resume in September.  Emergency 

requests could be handled by email in the meantime. 

Financial Update 

 Disbursements have gone to the following: 

  HELP of Beaufort $2500 

  Under One Roof $2500 

  Burundi - $800 

  Tanzania - $1000 

 Budget is $24,000 

 Less     $ 6,800 

 Less 10%   $ 2,400 

 Balance      $14,800 as of March 13, 2019 

Current Requests Total:  $6000 which would leave us with $8,800 if we fully fund all the 

requests.  

 

 

Prayer and Pastoral Care Committee Report 

 

The Prayer and Pastoral Committee is moving along smoothly. 

The following has been accomplished: 

1. Roy alerted us that there were two families that are in need.  Both were contacted by me and 

others on the Committee. 

2. Mike Seymour sees the need for our committee and asked to be an active part of our outreach. 

3. Communication is the key to our work.  My goal has been to be sensitive to the flow of it 

throughout our committee and parish.  Sensitivity to this work is being carefully orchestrated, 

with not too much or not too little, by those working with prayer and pastoral care for those 

receiving it. 

Submitted by, 

Celeste Nalwasky 

Vestry Liaison 

 

 

 



Community Relations Report 

 

This is to provide you with my sense of what a current charter might look like for my vestry position. I 

am wide open to your thinking on this subject. 

 

• Community Relations Objectives: 

o Maintain engagement with, and support of agencies nurtured by my predecessor, Mike 

Seymour. They include: 

▪ The Estill Prison Ministry 

▪ Phoebe’s Closet 

▪ Kairos 

▪ Family Promise 

▪ Trunk or Treat 

 

o Identify and engage with new activities, causes and organizations. These might lead to: 

▪ Cooperation with our Outreach programs 

▪ Identification of initiatives that might impact St. Mark’s planning. 

▪ Identification of “best practices” that we could adopt into our operations 

▪ Provide feedback as to how St. Mark’s is currently viewed 

▪ Build friendships that will enhance our community network and possibly result in 

new members 

 

• Initial Approach: 

 

o Engage with a few key organizations:  

▪ Attend Port Royal Town Council meetings & Beaufort City Council meetings 

▪ Become involved in Beaufort County Library activities 

▪ Become active in USCB activities 

 

o Stay open to invitations to engage with other individuals, causes and organizations. 

 

o Alert St. Mark’s Vestry and communicants to areas they might wish to explore. 

 

• Recent and Upcoming Activities: 

 

o Joined Friends of the Beaufort County Library 

o Attended all-day regional & multiple denomination, Kairos meeting 2/23 

o Planned attendance at Port Royal Town Hall for Historic Preservation & Redevelopment 

Meetings 3/19 

o Planned attendance at Beaufort Community Partnership meeting (“How we as a 

Community can help children thrive”) at United Church 3/22 

 

Dick Balkite 

 

 

 



Rector’s Report 

 

Is it my imagination or was last Sunday the Feast of The Epiphany?  No matter.  We are mid-way 

through our Lenten journey, bringing us closer and closer to Jerusalem. This Lent seems like a 

whirlwind to me.  I am thankful for the Lenten Covenant.  It has kept me grounded in daily prayer and 

reading of Scripture. This discipline has helped me keep balanced.  

 

It may be Lent, yet there’s much to report. 

• Our Inquirer’s Class concluded with 3 people set to be received into the Episcopal Church when 

Bishop Skip comes to St. Mark’s next Sunday, March 24.(Please see Parish Life Report)  The 

class was well received with an average weekly attendance of 26 people. 

• Lay and ordained leaders from across the diocese attended Anti Racism Awareness training on 

February 28.  The day was spent at Middleton Plantation where a film depicting the role of 

slaves in the day-to-day operation of plantations and the contributions they made to life in South 

Carolina was presented.  The film, two years in the making, has been distributed to PBS stations 

around the country and has been shown in 26 states.  Through the generosity of Patty Crower, 

the film will be presented  at St. Mark’s, with the community invited.  The specific date will be 

determined.  Right now a late April or early May showing is being considered. 

 

• Our liturgy has taken a subtle contemplative turn during Lent.  We have moved the Confession 

and Absolution to the beginning of the service.  The service music has a “Lenten 

tone.”  Throughout Lent, we are saying the traditional version of The Lord’s Prayer and, of 

course, “allelui -“ oops, almost forgot, are tucked away. 

• Our Adult Ed offering for Lent involves a “bus trip” which takes us from Hell to Heaven (don’t 

worry, there are rest stops along the way). C.S. Lewis’ “The Great Divorce” provides our road 

map.  We travel each Wednesday with departures at 10 AM and 6:30 PM.  The evening class is 

preceded by Holy Eucharist at 5:30 and a simple, savory, soup supper at 6:00 PM.  People may 

choose between any of the three evening offerings. 

• God-On-Tap continues. (Hey, it may be Lent, but ya still gotta eat, right?) Meeting at Beaufort 

Bread Company (BBC) on Lady’s Island seems to be a popular spot, and meeting on the last 

Thursday of the month works well for most people. Our next session is on Thursday, March 28, 

6:00 PM. 

• Beginning in April, on the first Sunday of each month, we will celebrate anyone having a 

birthday or anniversary during that month.  Individuals and couples will be invited to come join 

me near the lectern and the congregation will say together “A Prayer for Birthdays,” as found in 

the BCP.  This prayer will be printed in the bulletin.  This is just one other way we rejoice being 

each other on this journey of faith. 

• We continue to move forward with the preparation for our capital campaign (Please see John 

Moses report). 

Looking ahead: 

 

• Holy Week services are in the final stages of being crafted. Details of the services beginning 

with Palm Sunday and concluding with Easter will be sent separately. 

• The first draft of the itinerary for our next St. Mark’s Pilgrimage Tour has just been sent to 

me.  Crafted by Illume Tours, (the same Tour wholesaler who worked with us on the Israel tour), 

the seven-day excursion to Rome will weave culture, history, religion and the cuisine into a week 



that will change the way you look at this ancient capital. The pilgrimage is scheduled to take 

place in November of 2020.                

 

As  always, I give thanks for your leadership and guidance as we continue to invite people to “come and 

see.”  

 

Blessings, 

Roy 

 

 

 

Treasurer’s Memo 

From: Lewis Tabb 

Re: February 2019  

 

Attached are the financial statements for February.  There really isn’t much to say.  The revenues were 

stronger than I anticipated as we had several sizeable payments on 2019 pledges. Expenses were also 

higher, but that is partly because of a larger Diocesan commitment payment given January’s large 

receipts and two sizeable outreach contributions.  Both, however, are budgeted items so not a problem.   

 

The Parish Life expense is the deposit check for the retreat at Epworth by the Sea in the fall.  If we 

budget properly, this should be covered by participants’ payments.   

There is a slight mismatch between our records and the actual bank balance because of an unusual event 

neither Donna nor I had previously experienced.  One of the outreach contributions we made at the end 

of December was returned by the bank in February because there had been a change of address.  We will 

reissue the check this month so we will be back in balance.  The expense was realized in 2018, so the 

reissue will not impact the operating statements. 

 

The financial health of St. Mark’s appears to be in good shape going into the likely capital campaign and 

the summer slowdown.  March has 5 Sundays and Easter is in April, so I anticipate that contributions 

and receipts will continue strong for the next couple of months.  Remember that one of my job 

responsibilities is to take away the punch bowl when the party gets going too strong, but right now, all is 

encouraging on the financial side. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  


