
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

Minutes of the Vestry meeting 

June 18, 2018 

  

Call to Order:  

Present: Roy Tripp, Barney Forsythe, Westley Byrne, Patty Crower, Linda Finnin, Tom Miller, 

Jim Rowe, and Lewis Tabb  

Absent: Beth Campbell, John Moses, Mike Seymour [Mike underwent successful heart surgery] 

There were no visitors.  

  

Opening prayer: Roy opened the meeting with prayer. 

  

Approval of the Minutes: A motion was made to approve the minutes of the May meeting as 

written. It was seconded and passed.  

  

Consent agenda: Charlie Davis’ appointment as the new clerk of the Vestry was approved. 

  

Report from the Parish Committee Liaison was approved. Sunday attendance has averaged 

between 110 and 125 people. 

  

Treasurer’s Report [Lewis]: Collections are on target; 17% of collections are prepaid. 

  

Old Business: a. Union Church Update  

• Westley: At the recent town meeting there was tremendous support from a number of 

townspeople for the sale of the Church to St. Marks [this was a first reading]. On July 

11 there will be a second reading and the Town Council will meet on July 18. Westley 

also said Anna Ellerbe was eloquent in defending the purchase and that the Hurricane 

Panels for the church have been found. Scott Graber [St. Mark’s attorney] believes 

there is “no standing” for any objections to the purchase.  

• Barney urged church members to attend the meetings, stay to the end, and keep telling 

our story. Barney also reported that our application to buy the church has also been 

submitted to the ECBF [the Episcopal Church Building Fund]. If the ECBF and the 

Town Council both approve, we hope to take possession of the church between the end 

of July and the beginning of August.  

  

Old Business; b. Architect and Engineering [A&E] for the Union Church remodeling: 

  

• Barney said Historic Port Royal will remain in the church building for a reasonable time. 

Any changes to the exterior of the church must follow historic preservation guidelines 

and approval must be obtained.  

• There was considerable discussion over the future use of the space behind the wall in 

back of the church when that space is freed up.  



• It was moved and seconded that the vestry engage Frederick and Frederick for the 

redesign of Union Church, “with gratitude for their willingness to do the work pro 

bono as their gift to the St Mark’s capital campaign.” There were no dissenting votes. 

[Note:Jane and her husband Mike Frederick are the architects for St. Marks Church. At 

least one will attend future town meetings on the issue of the church.]  

• The vestry also agreed that the church should defer committing to an engineering firm 

until negotiations for the church are competed. 

  

Old Business: c.  Parish Retreat: [as of June 18] there are less than 20 spaces left open for the 

retreat that will be presided over by Roy and Patricia Turk. It will be held on Sept. 7-9 at Kanuga 

in Hendersonville, NC. 

  

New Business: 

  

Organ for the church: Roy was able to inspect a “Zimmer” organ that currently belongs to St. 

John’s Episcopal Church in Savannah that wants to sell it; the organ has been on the market for 

two years. Its dimensions are 8 ft. wide and 4 ft. deep [including the organ bench] and its pipes 

are separate. Roy will keep in contact with the Rector of St. John’s as well as consulting the 

Fredericks on the organ issue. Any acquisition will depend on the resolution and purchase of the 

sale of the church to us as well as other factors including: 

·       To fit it in St. Marks may require the removal of some of our benches for seating [as well as 

a reconfiguration of the seating]; 

·       The final design of our church in Port Royal; 

·       What will be the fallout of the return of St. Helena’s to an Episcopal Church? [When 

finalized, there will be two Episcopal Churches in the Beaufort/Port Royal area].  

  

The Lay Ministering schedule must be completed for July and August. 

  

Roy will be away for the Sundays of July 24 & July 29 [Jack Nietert will preside]. 

  

Visioning Together: What is to be St. Marks response to national events?Roy asked for the sense 

of the vestry regarding how he and St Mark’s should respond to current events such as the 

administration’s policy of separating children from parents at the Mexico border.  It was the 

vestry’s sense that Roy is striking the right balance in his sermons, which should continue to 

focus on the gospel message and how we individually and collectively should live the Good 

News each day in our community.  The vestry also agreed that St Marks should share with the 

congregation the views of the ECSC and TEC on national issues through the Red Lion Weekly 

and the Rector’s Thoughts, but our worship services should focus on worshiping God and avoid 

politics. 

  

Going round the table:  

• Jim: Looking forward to the congregation being informed of the presiding bishop's take 

on the current immigration crisis. 



• Linda: “Our Fact Sheet” helps St. Helena people discern what is going on. 

• Lewis: “We need to help people to greater consciousness.” 

• Patty: There will be a luncheon for those in Hispanic ministry. 

• Charlie: Glad to observe that St.. Marks Vestry meetings are as lively today as they were 

way back when we started out as a house church.  

• Roy closed the meeting with prayer and the meeting was adjourned at 6:00 PM.  

  

Respectfully submitted,  

Charlie Davis, Clerk 

 


