
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

 Minutes of the Vestry meeting  

July 16, 2018  

  

Call to Order:  

Present in person:  Roy Tripp, Barney Forsythe, Westley Byrne, Patty Crower, Linda Finnin, Jim 

Rowe, and Lewis Tabb  

Present on the phone: John Moses and Mike Seymour 

Absent: Tom Miller 

  

Opening Prayer: Roy opened the meeting with a prayer. 

  

The Agenda was approved as amended. 

  

Westley read a resolution (attached) authorizing St Mark’s to secure a loan for the Episcopal 

Church Building Fund in the amount of $100,000 to purchase the Union Church.  It was moved 

and seconded to approve the resolution.  The vote was unanimous.  

  

The Minutes of June 18, 2018 were approved. 

  

Reports from Parish Committee Liaisons: No report. 

  

Treasurer’s Report: 

  

·     Lewis presented a written and verbal report that said revenue -- as expected -- was down 

because of summer vacations. We maintain a decent cash balance, however, and are ready to 

close on the church building. Donna Altman can email quarterly reports to parishioners [except 

to one person who lacks email]. This is time efficient and saves on postage & stationary. The 

Vestry approved a motion to email the quarterly statement. In addition, a refund is expected from 

the IRS. 

  

·     Barney inquired on how the Rector’s Discretionary Fund is funded.  Lewis responded that 

there is a line item in the budget of $750 for 2018.  Additionally, there was a gift several years 

ago designated for the discretionary fund with a remaining balance of around $2500.  We will 

relieve this balance to replenish the Discretionary Account.  Before we get into the 2019 budget, 

Lewis wants input from the vestry on what amounts are appropriate for Outreach and the 

Discretionary Fund. 

  

Old Business: 

  

  

• Westley submitted a written update (sent earlier by email to all on the Vestry) on the 

work of the Union Church Task Force and the steps still be taken toward closing.  

  



• Westley also submitted and the Vestry approved the resolution on the “The Mission 

Investment Fund.” Its page 1 is reprinted on the last page of these minutes. The 

signature page was omitted [except for the signature of the Secretary -- the Clerk].  

  

• Barney said the Defibrillator issue will be revisited at the August Meeting of the Vestry. 

  

New Business: 

  

Annual Ministry Review: Barney and Roy said it should be conducted every year with feedback 

from the congregation; when completed, it could be part of an annual report. They agreed that it 

should be taken on in the early fall and should essentially ask the congregation: “How are we 

doing?”  

  

·       Roy also suggested “Mutual Ministry Reviews” in the form of “appreciative inquiries” such 

as: “What are we doing best? This would lead the congregation to look at the leadership team 

“holistically.” 

  

·       Linda said such an approach would lead to positive conversations. 

  

·       Barney said Roy and Jim would work on a questionnaire. 

  

Blood Drive: Valerie Altoff asks if we can set a date. They have a blood mobile that provides all 

the necessities. Roy suggested that the issue should be referred to the Outreach and Mission 

Committee [O&M]. The Vestry supported setting up the blood drive in Sept.  

  

Keys and Key Control: Barney said the locks need to be changed as soon as we own the church 

and the effort needs to be coordinated with the City of Port Royal.  Linda said, as the transition is 

being completed we need to be ultra sensitive to the feelings of the townspeople. 

  

The Building and Grounds Committee will be reconstituted: There is lots of cleanup to be done. 

  

Visioning Together: In the fall there should be a celebration commemorating our ownership of 

the church. The bishop will determine if he can participate. 

  

·       Jim suggested that we should reach out to the community and get representation from the 

nearby churches and thank them for their help. 

  

·       Other ideas: We want to ensure that Roger and Headley will be back and can participate. 

Look at the week of Oct. 21st– say, around 4PM. 

  

·       Patty suggested that we invite everybody in the town of Port Royal for a non-Eucharistic 

service. 

  

Going Round the Table: 

  



·       Roy said the Diocese is having the third of three conversations on reconciliation with the 

breakaway congregations on Wed., July 18 at the Rotary Recreation Center in Blufton. 

  

·       Lewis observed that in the spring and early summer St Helena’s Church sponsored “Church 

on the Beach” on a number of Sundays on Fripp Island; these were well attended. 

  

·       Barney expressed his appreciation to Westley for guiding the transfer of ownership of the 

church from the town to ourselves; he was also heartened by the number of people who showed 

up at the town hearings to lend their support. 

  

Roy ended the Vestry meeting with a prayer at 5:52 PM. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

Charlie Davis, Clerk 

  

Note: Westley emailed the resolution that Vestry approved the evening, July 16.  This is the 

entirety of its page 1.  The second page is the signature page.   

  

  

MISSION INVESTMENT FUND OF THE 

  

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 

  

8765 West Higgins Road 

  

Chicago, Illinois 60631 

  

  

            “WHEREAS the St Mark's Episcopal Church, Inc. (“Ministry”) proposes to borrow the 

sum of $100,000.00 from the Episcopal Church Building Fund of The Episcopal Church 

(“ECBF”) in affiliation with the Mission Investment Fund of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America (“MIF”) under the following conditions: 

  

(a) the loan proceeds are to be used for the purpose of completing a purchase of property, 

  

(b) the loan is to be secured by a first mortgage, or first lien deed of trust or other security 

instrument, on the real property of the Ministry, specifically the church buildings and grounds as 

well as the personal property of the Ministry, 

  

(c) the loan will be for a term of 20 years, at an interest rate to be adjusted every 5 years, and it is 

  

             RESOLVED that 

  

(a) the Ministry is authorized to borrow the sum of $100,000.00 from the Episcopal Church 

Building Fund/Mission Investment Fund of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, to be 

https://maps.google.com/?q=8765+West+Higgins+Road+%0D%0A%0D%0A+%0D%0A%0D%0A+Chicago,+Illinois+60631&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=8765+West+Higgins+Road+%0D%0A%0D%0A+%0D%0A%0D%0A+Chicago,+Illinois+60631&entry=gmail&source=g


used for the foregoing purpose and to be secured by real property of the Ministry as set forth 

above; 

  

(b) the Bishop, President/Standing Committee, Rector/Priest-in-Charge/Secretary/Vestry 

Clerk/Treasurer of the Ministry are authorized to execute the promissory note to evidence said 

borrowing, with such changes in those documents as such officers of the Ministry may approve, 

  

(c) those officers are also authorized to take all further actions and execute all such further 

documents as may be necessary to carry out the foregoing borrowing; and 

  

(d) those officers are also authorized to agree to any extensions in the payment dates or due dates 

under that promissory note as are acceptable to the Fund.” 

  

 CERTIFICATION OF SECRETARY OR ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

Re:  Adoption of resolutions and certification as to officers 

Name of Ministry: St Mark's Episcopal Church, Inc. 

Address:  P.O. Box 761 Port Royal, SC  29935  

  

I, Charles N. Davis, am the Secretary of the above named ministry (herein the "Ministry"), and I 

hereby certify to the following: 

  

 1.   Adoption of resolution by the governing board 

  

             The attached is a true and correct copy of a resolution duly adopted (A) by vote of the 

Ministry Council (the "Vestry") of the Ministry at a meeting of said governing board duly called 

and held on July 16, 2018, at which meeting a quorum was at all times present and acting; 

and(B)subsequently by reporting the results of the vote to the members of the Ministry at a 

meeting thereof duly called and held on July 22, 2018, and that said resolution remains in full 

force and effect as of the date of this certification. 

 


