
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

Minutes of the Vestry 

February 19, 2018 

4:30 PM 

Present: Roy Tripp, Barney Forsythe, Jim Rowe, Patty Crower, Tom Miller, Linda Finnin, John 

Moses, Beth Campbell 

Absent: Mike Seymour, Bob Pinkerton, Westley Byrne 

Guests: Jane and Michael Frederick, Don Altman. 

Roy opened with prayer and welcomed the visitors. 

The agenda was approved as amended, as were the minutes of the January 2018 meeting. 

Barney welcomed Jim Rowe, the newest Vestry member, to the Vestry. 

Committee Liaison Reports--Only two reports were received in writing. Roy added the Lenten 

Covenant to his. The other was from Outreach. Linda, on behalf of Pastoral Care, mentioned that 

the communion bread bakers are having a meeting to discuss their need for more bakers. 

The Treasurer’s Report--Patty remarked how lucky we have been to have Bob has treasurer. 

Bob is transitioning out. The report was approved with no discussion. 

Election of Leadership for Vestry—Roy reported that he has asked Barney to serve again as 

Senior Warden and Barney has agreed. He was unanimously elected. Barney nominated Westley 

for Junior Warden and Tom seconded. Westley was elected unanimously.Barney nominated Julie 

to be Secretary and Bob for Treasurer to serve until he is replaced. Both were elected 

unanimously 

OLD BUSINESS 

Report from the Facilities Taskforce--Mike Frederick discussed the survey of the property and 

how he and Jane (architects) reached the decision that they did. Jane pointed out the 

congregations love of Union Church and their desire to stay in Port Royal. The challenges are the 

fact that there is no sacristy, no water, no handicapped toilet, and lack of seating for more than 

100 or so. They looked at how they could expand these. Michael and Jane presented their 

renderings and explained them. Tom stated his belief that this is a prime time to make a decision.  

Jane reported that they also looked at long-term plans. According to her, we could continue to 

rent 1110A Paris Ave. and at some point build a parish hall on our lots that adjoins the Center. 

Jane presented and explained the cost analysis (attached). Don Altman expressed the belief that 

this is not a “final decision,” and with a growth spike, we may have to look elsewhere in ten 

years or so. He also reported that three years ago, a task force looked for property in the area and 

found nothing suitable. Linda asked what we need to do to go forward. Jane has told the realtor 

that we would get back with him by March 1. There was a general discussion about timing, fund 

raising, etc. Barney had an issue with the fact that March 1 is only two weeks away. Barney 

asked Jane will check with Scott Graber about drawing up an offer contingent upon a house 



inspection. Jane will send electronic copies of the presentation to the appropriate persons. They 

will set up a conference call with Vestry members who are not present. Patty expressed sadness 

that the building would no longer be available to the town. Roy suggested that we have shared 

roots with Port Royal and would encourage it as a community space even though it might be 

owned by St. Mark’s. Jim asked about how we present the dollar amount to the congregation. 

Roy suggested adding a timeframe, “this will be completed over a three-year period” (for 

example). In other words, we would set a realistic and condensed time frame. The renovations 

would be Step 2 after the purchase of the building. We would possibly phase it in so people can 

see the progress. Barney asked if we have $500,000 capacity over the next few years. Jim and 

others answered in the affirmative because they believe people will invest in their own legacy. 

Patty moved that the Vestry vote tonight rather than wait for all to be present. John seconded. A 

discussion ensued about how much to offer. Roy suggests we make an offer to the Town of Port 

Royal contingent on an inspection. Scott Graber would know if we need to put a timeline on the 

offer and whether we should put earnest money down. A motion was made to move forward to 

communicate our intention to Port Royal with our to purchase Union Church with the details of 

the offer to be provided by Scott Graber. The motion passed unanimously. 

Barney will communicate with Jane and Barney, and Roy will communicate with Scott. The 

proposal will be communicated to the congregation via a meeting. Barney and Roy will work out 

the details. Barney and Jane will handle the presentation to the congregation. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Discernment on Ken Kraft—Patty passed around a letter for Vestry signatures that the Vestry 

and Rector recommend that Ken go forward with the process of becoming a deacon. The 

Diocese’s Discernment Committee will then meet with Ken. If he is ordained, he will probably 

serve in another parish. 

New email service—Julie brought up the possibility of switching from MailChimp to Constant 

Contact for e-newsletters. The cost will have to come out of the budget. 

Deanery Celebration/Confirmation—This is set for April 14 and will not impact the Bishop’s 

visit to St. Mark’s on April 15. (Note: The joint confirmation has since been cancelled.) 

Roy commended the Vestry on their courage to invite people to “come and see.” 

After an “around the table,” Roy closed the meeting with prayer at 5:45. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Julie Petroff, Vestry Clerk  

 

 


