
Minutes of the Vestry 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

December 17, 2018 

 

Present: Rev. Roy Tripp, Junior Warden Westley Byrne, Beth Campbell, Patty Crower, Linda 

Finnin, Jim Rowe, Mike Seymour, Lewis Tabb, Charlie Davis.  

Absent: Senior Warden Barney Forsythe, John Moses. 

  

The Vestry gathered at St. Marks Church around 4:15 PM to inspect current improvements to the 

Church. The Vestry then proceeded to St. Marks Center for the Dec. meeting. 

  

Roy officially opened the meeting with the Call to order and a prayer. The Vestry approved the 

Consent Agenda and the Minutes of the November meeting. 

  

Reports from Parish Committee Liaisons:  

  

Treasurer’s Report: Lewis:  

The vestry affirmed that St. Marks will fulfill its 2019 monetary commitment to the diocese of 

$33,800.00. Through Dec. 19 the church had a total of around 6,200 attendees in 2018. The 

operating budget for 2019 was approved. There were 117 pledges for 2019 for a total 

$312,430.00 – thus the budget for next year will be met. The average pledge amount was 

$2,700.00. The church’s cash balance was good. Only 9 people who previously pledged have not 

yet pledged for 2019. Total revenue for 2019 is estimated to be around $338,000. Lewis said that 

in the annual report he will present the church’s revenue for 2018 as well as the projected 

revenue for 2019. 

  

Old Business:  

Mike, Linda, and Roy presented the final slate for vestry nominations for 2019 [Mike & Linda 

will be going off the vestry]. 

Jim discussed the advantages of electronic voting. 

Westley reported that Roy’s request for an increase in the pastor’s housing allowance was 

approved from $20,000.00 to $25,000.00. 

Lewis gave an update on the budget development process. 

  

New Business: 

Minutes of the vestry will be updated monthly on the website. 

Members of the congregation will be encouraged to check out the SC Episcopal website. 

The annual meeting will be held on January 20. 

  

Outreach and Ministry Committee Liaison Report:  

Jim said, following a discussion regarding Roy’s visit to the Dominican Republic, the committee 

approved an additional $200.00 to help defray expenses. Jim also said that Ken Kraft, 



representing St. Marks prison ministry, was granted $400.00 to help defray expenses for a 

Christmas dinner for the inmates.    

The committee also approved $1,000.00 to the Episcopal Relief and Development for emergency 

flood relief s as well as $400.00 to “the Giving.”  

Anne said that the Christmas Arts and Crafts Fair provided a $1,200.00 donation to HELP of 

Beaufort. 

Lewis said: The committee has approximately $1,500.00 in its budget; any funds left over by the 

end of the year will be transferred to the Rector’s discretionary fund.   After a check is sent to 

Episcopal Relief and Development, only around $121 will be left.  The Committee had requested 

the balance be transferred to the discretionary fund, but no action was taken.  

  

Parish Life Report: Beth said the Annual Epiphany Parish Oyster Roast will be held on January 

12th at 5PM. 

  

Visioning Together: 

In early February there will be a dedicated meeting to explain the details of the capital campaign 

to the congregation. 

  

Going ‘Round the Table: Vestry members reflected on the evolution of St. Marks over the years. 

Patty felt that one of our hallmarks is our great liturgies. 

Mike reflected that when he first came to Marks in 2012 he found a wounded congregation. In 

that that year Bp. Laurence came to visit but refused to confirm congregants who had prepared 

for the sacrament. Now that we have been recognized as a parish in or own right, Mike now saw 

a positive evolution to a vibrant community. 

Lewis anticipated the new sign outside the church would have a positive impact -- an outward 

and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace. 

Linda said we are presently prepared to care for the needs of our senior members but as our 

congregation continues to age there may be a greater need.  We also need we do need to do a 

better job of informing our parishioners that care is available. 

Beth said we have the resources but don’t publicize our assets enough.  

Westley felt that we should make known that CPR classes are available at the YMCA. 

Roy felt that we had good Advent services. 

Charlie said that this was his second tour as Clerk and, over that time, the congregation had 

matured significantly. 

Roy closed the meeting with a prayer at around 6:10 PM. 

  

Respectfully submitted: Charlie Davis, Clerk 


