
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

Minutes of the Vestry 

December 20, 2017 

 

Present: Rev. Roy Tripp, Sr. Warden Barney Forsythe, Westley Byrne, Patty Crower, Jr. 

Warden Teege Culp, Treasurer Bob Pinkerton, Linda Finnin 

Absent: Tom Miller, John Moses, Beth Campbell 

 

Roy opened the meeting with the collect for the third Sunday in Advent. 

 

The agenda and minutes of the last meeting were approved. 

 

COMMITTEE LIAISON REPORTS 

Rector’s Report--Roy added to his Rector’s Report the fact that the discernment process with 

Ken Kraft is going well. Ken feels he has been called to the permanent diaconate.  

 

Outreach--Westley reported that the correct number for remaining funds is $1,102.00. Bob 

remarked that St. Mark’s always allows Outreach to carry over unspent funds. Thumbs Up is 

finally in a position to fund a part time social worker and are readying an appeal, which means 

St. Mark’s will probably double its contribution to Thumbs Up. This is for Thumbs Up 

downtown, not at Port Royal Elementary. 

 

Treasurer’s Report—Bob pointed out that we had projected a deficit. It is less than projected. 

There are pledges in arrears. Bob sent a letter out a week ago to 60 people. Not renting Union 

Church on Wednesday for mid-week communion will save $5,000. Bob suggested we wait and 

approve the year-end budget at the January vestry meeting. The congregation will be asked to 

approve the 2018 budget at the annual meeting. 

 

Vestry Nomination—Teege reported that only one position is open since Patty and Beth are 

standing for re-election. Jim Rowe has agreed to fill the vacant vestry position if elected. 

 

OLD BUSINESS  

Defibrillator & Safety—Teege reported that she met with the Port Royal Fire Department and 

they say they can be at St. Mark’s within three minutes; therefore, having a defibrillator in Union 

Church is not advisable. The next step will be to identify members of the congregation who can 

perform CPR. Westley will ask Beth to take the lead on this. Teege and Mike met with both the 

Port Royal Police and EMS responders to discuss safety and security. They and the Vestry are 

confident that responders can arrive at St. Mark’s within several minutes and can handle any 

emergency that might arise. 

 

Procedures for handling the Sunday offering—Barney reminded the Vestry that they had  

agreed previously that the ushers would count the money, fill out the form included in the bank 

envelope, and deposit the envelope and contents in the safe. Bob should not handle the offering 

after services because it opens him up to liability. The two ushers should count the offering in the 

front office, not in the sacristy/museum.  If they are husband and wife, it is advisable for an 



additional person to look on. They should not open any pledge envelopes. The Vestry Person on 

Duty will be responsible for making sure this procedure is carried out correctly. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Change of meeting day—Barney entertained a motion that we change the meeting day for the 

Vestry from Wednesday to Monday. Patty moved to change it to the third Monday of the month 

at 4:30, and Westley seconded. The motion passed. The next meeting will be on Jan. 15, 2018, at 

4:30 PM. 

 

Nominations for Annual Diocesan Convention—Barney reported that we are allowed four 

delegates and four alternates, and that they have to be approved by the congregation at the 

Annual Meeting on January 21.  Some suggested names to be contacted were Sally Domby, 

Teege Culp, Beth Campbell, Lynne Strange, Dave Strange, Tim Clancy, Sally Clancy, Don 

Altman, Donna Altman. 

 

Preparation for the Annual Parish Meeting—Julie needs all reports by January 2 for the 

meeting on January 21 because she will be gone for two weeks.  She will re-send copies of last 

year’s Annual Report. The Treasurer’s Report will have to be compiled separately since the year 

cannot be closed out that early. 

 

Planning and Budgeting for Annual Growth—It was decided that his topic will be deferred to 

a later meeting. 

 

Parish Oyster Roast—It is schedule for Friday, January 19, in Live Oak Park in Port Royal and 

will be catered by Sea Eagle. Beth is in charge of arrangements. 

 

Vestry & Staff Gathering—Barney invited everyone to an Epiphany gathering at his and Jane’s 

home on January 6 at 5 PM.  

 

Going around the table: 

Roy remarked that he and Liz are “incredibly excited about being here at Christmas. All St. 

Marks’ challenges have been brought about by growth, which is remarkable.” 

 

Barney asked that the record reflect the Vestry’s profound gratitude to Teege for her service on 

the Vestry for the past four (?) years. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Julie Petroff, Vestry Clerk  

 
  

 


