
  
  

Minutes of the Vestry meeting  
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

 August 20, 2018  
  
Call to Order:  
Present: Rev. Roy Tripp, Senior Warden Barney Forsythe, Junior Warden Westley 
Byrne, Beth Campbell, Patty Crower, Lewis Tabb 

Absent: Linda Finnin, John Moses, Tom Miller, and Mike Seymour 
  
Call to order and Opening Prayer: Roy opened the meeting with a prayer. 
  
The Agenda was approved as amended. 
  
The Minutes of the July, 2018 Meeting were approved. 
  
Reports from Parish Committee Liaisons: A cooperative endeavor with St. John’s 
Lutheran Church was successful.  
  
Treasurer’s Report: Lewis said statements from July are consistent with prior months 
and reflect operations consistent with our budgets, if not a bit better.   
  

•     Revenue was strong, especially for the summer, but there were 5 Sundays in 

July.  Pledge receipts are good; he is not aware of any significant delinquencies and he 

thinks that members are conscious of the need to stay current.  July did include a 

couple of large receipts from people paying a large portion of their remaining pledges. 

  

•     St. Marks has received the refunds on tax withholding payments and that cash is now 

in the bank.  St. Marks has a strong current cash balance. There is a building down 

payment due by the end of August of $60,000 and there is an additional $10,000 item 

that has been contributed for specific purposes.  Even after accounting for those items, 

St. Marks will still have a comfortable cash balance to operate the church. 

  

•     Pledge statements are being converted to electronic reporting – a positive 

development. 

  

•     In the future, the Vestry will need to concur on how to report on certain activities such 

as non-operating and operating expenses. 

  
Old Business:  
  

•     Church purchase update: Westley said the closure on the Union Church will be held on 

August 24th. Barney mentioned the following details that needed to be settled in the 

future:  



o   When the locks on the church will be changed;  

o   Volunteers for the clean-party are needed; 

o   Since we plan to make space available in the church to other groups, guidelines need to 

be formulated for the building’s use. 

  

•     The issue of the defibrillator was revisited. Chris Nietert made a strong presentation on 

the need for St. Marks to have one on the premises. Even though a fire station is near-

by, it was the consensus of the Vestry to pursue purchase of a defibrillator. It was 

pointed out that CPR is very taxing to use [even so, members are encouraged to take 

CPR lessons]. 

  

•     Annual Ministry Review: Roy will send out information; he suggested that the review 

should be thought of in terms of “mutual ministry.” 

  

•     Parish retreat: Roy says we have gotten a good response to our Retreat at Kanuga – to 

be held Sept. 7-9 and we look forward to significant parish participation. 

  
New Business: 
  

•     Golf Cart Parade; the date for the parade is still to be determined. Flashlights will be 

given out and St. Marks will sponsor. 

  

•     Rent Increase: The owner of the building that houses the St. Marks Center has 

requested an increase in rent. After reviewing past increases the Vestry agreed to an 

increase of $100.00 a month [to a total of $1,400.00 a month] to take effect in the next 

Fiscal Year. 

Visioning Together: 
  
Roy asked the Vestry to consider the implications of St. Marks Congregation finally 
having our own home. It brings forth new dimensions; we should think through this 
change from the perspective of our own visions. Our ability to use the church for 
worship services at times of our choosing opens all sorts of possibilities. Being in our 
own sanctuary creates a different atmosphere. Roy made other suggestions:  
  

•     We could have lay-led prayer services; 

  

•     We can honor saint’s feast days – on the actual day of the feast; 

  

•     We can sponsor events that are not “church related.” For example: we could create a 

“St. Marks Center for Culture.” 

Going Round the Table: 
  



•     There was a discussion on how we wished to describe ourselves on the current sign 

outside our church. One suggestion: “St. Marks Episcopal Church @ Historic Union 

Church.” 

  

•     Barney agreed to write a note of appreciation to Bob and Barbara Pinkerton for their 

years of service to St. Marks – most especially Bob’s indefatigable work as Treasurer. 

  

•     Westley noted that the “Walk on Water” is scheduled for 9/22/18. 

  

•     Charlie noted that St. Helena’s, following their Spring services of “Church on the 

Beach” on Fripp Island, recently requested to conduct regular Sunday Services at the 

Fripp Island Chapel. Since the chapel is non-sectarian, the Fripp Island Community 

Center Board [which controls the chapel] turned down the request. 

 


