
Minutes of the Vestry 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

April 16, 2018 – 4:30 PM 

 

Present: Barney Forsythe, Jim Rowe, Tom Miller, Linda Finnin, John Moses, Beth 

Campbell, Mike Seymour, Bob Pinkerton, Lewis Tabb, Roy Tripp, Westley Byrne, Patty 

Crower 

 

Absent: Julie Petroff, clerk 

 

The meeting was called to order with an opening prayer. The Walk for Water 2018 was 

added to the new business section of the agenda. Minutes of the March meeting were 

approved. 

 

Report from Rector: Roy noted that attendance from all services during Holy Week had 

a significant increase in numbers. We had 223 at our Easter service. Yesterday we 

celebrated the annual Bishop’s visit. There were confirmations and reaffirmations of faith 

from three parishes- All Saints Hilton Head, the Episcopal Church in Okatie and St 

Mark’s, Port Royal. 

 

Outreach Report from Westley and Tom: For the March meeting, Lyndsay Roberg, 

Executive Director, provided a presentation on the Friends of Caroline Hospice.  Louise 

and Tom plan to have potential applicants attend meetings throughout the year to aid us 

in our understanding of their needs in serving the community. 

 

Approved for disbursement: 

 

 

HELP of Beaufort, $2500  - Tom gave a report of his visit to the site and his 

conversation with Mildred Vasquez, who will meet with us at one of our later 

meetings and report on HELP's new location and the purchase of equipment to be 

made with our resource grant 

Dominican Republic mission, $500 for Vacation Bible School supplies was paid 

to All Saints Church Hilton Head 

ABLE Foundation, which supports disabled people in Beaufort County, The 

Foundation's request for $1000.00 was approved approved 

Bill Libert presented on behalf of the St. Francis Center and its request for 

$1000.00 in support of the migrant families who annually come to St. Helena 

Island was approved 

 

Total voted for disbursement to date: $5,000.00 

 

 

Parish Life Report from Beth: The reception for the new confirmands and our Bishop Skip was 

very successful. Beth is grateful to all who brought food. Those who helped with organization 



included her cousin Kathy and Bonnie Connolly. Linda Lewis, Brent Hallinan and Evan Hallinan 

provided a superb venue. Approximately 130 people enjoyed the food and fellowship. 

 

Plans are underway for a Pentecost Celebration. Since retail tent rental is very costly, it was 

suggested that we might be able to borrow a tent from Copeland Funeral Home. Beth will check 

that possibility. 

 

Treasurer’s Report from Lewis and Bob: We are off to a good start and financially healthy 

now and for the foreseeable future. Lewis and Donna have scheduled meetings with Bob to 

master the church software. 

 

In anticipation of the purchase of Union Church, Lewis and Bob explained the reporting changes 

on page 2 of the income and expenses sheet. It is anticipated that the rent payments will end in 

July of 2018 and mortgage payments begin in August of 2018. 

 

 

 

Old Business 

 

Purchase of Union Church--Westley presented the packet of information regarding the 

purchase of  Union Church property between the town of Port Royal and St Mark’s. That packet 

will be delivered to the Diocesan Standing Committee on Wednesday, April 18 

. 

Capital Campaign--John M. related details about a capital campaign and vestry members were 

given folders of information from the Episcopal Church Foundation. ECF will help with the 

three- step Capital Campaign for a fee in excess of $30,000 and it is anticipated that the 

campaign will take place in 2019. Steps 1 (discernment) and 2 (feasibility) will take place in the 

spring and fall of 2018. Tom said we are purchasing experiential maps and Lewis stated that 

ECF would help with detail work. Barney pointed out that raising over $600,000 in a Capital 

Campaign will still be a lot of work and consume both time and energy for members of St 

Mark’s. The vestry will spend the next month prayerfully considering the folders of information.  

 

Roy told us of the good information found in the Episcopal Church Foundation website. Below is 

the link to the April vestry papers which explains Church Finances for Uncertain Times 

 

http://www.episcopalfoundation.org/about/news/128/april-2018-vestry-papers-church-finances-

for-uncertain-times 

 

New Business 

 

Ken Kraft’s Diaconate--All papers have been submitted to the Diocese concerning Ken Kraft’s 

interest in the Diaconate. St Mark’s wants to be supportive of this pursuit but needs further data 

concerning the financial costs. Roy told us that the Diocese has received a significant number of 

applications for ordained ministry consideration.  

 

http://www.episcopalfoundation.org/about/news/128/april-2018-vestry-papers-church-finances-for-uncertain-times
http://www.episcopalfoundation.org/about/news/128/april-2018-vestry-papers-church-finances-for-uncertain-times


Walk for Water--Westley told us the Walk for Water 2018 will take place in Port Royal on 

Saturday, September 22, 2018. Last year St Mark’s was a silver sponsor of the event. The 

Outreach Committee will decide our level of sponsorship for the 2018 Walk. 

 

Summer Service Schedule--We will continue the two- service schedule all summer long at 9 

and 11 AM. 

 

Visioning Together--How are we (St Mark’s)  doing with all that is happening? 

Beth calls St Mark’s a “happy place.” 

Barney commented on the really important “stuff” going on including such events as the Holy 

Land trip, the Lenten Covenant, retreat, the prison ministry, etc. 

Mike is excited about the momentum but admits he misses the “smaller church” where we all 

knew each other. 

John reminded us we are enthusiastically Episcopalian and radically inclusive 

And so this important, happy, inclusive, enthusiastic parish of St Mark’s is growing in numbers 

and praying for the continued blessings of the Holy Spirit. 

 

The vestry meeting concluded with prayer at 6:04 PM 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Patty Crower 

 


