
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

Minutes of the Vestry 

January 18, 2017 

Present: Senior Warden Woody Rutter, Junior Warden Teege Culp; Treasurer Bob Pinkerton; Beth 

Campbell, Patty Crower, Linda Finnin, Jerry Sonnabend, Westley Byrne, Clerk Julie Petroff, Interim 

Rector Jon Coffey (arrived toward end of meeting) 

Absent: Mike Seymour 

Bob moved to accept the minutes of the last meeting and Jerry seconded. The motion passed. 

Nominating Committee Report: Nominees selected by the Committee are Barney Forsythe, Teege Culp 

(second term), John Moses and Tom Miller. Not all the nominees for Convention delegates and alternates 

have been contacted. Various members will follow up and report back before the Annual Parish Meeting 

on January 29. There followed a discussion about what constitutes a member and whether or not it is 

necessary to follow the requirements for Vestry and Convention delegates as set out by the Diocese. Most 

members agreed that this needs to be taken up with the clergy. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Bob reported that in his opinion we should break even next year, and stressed that 

he is being conservative. He pointed out that we are a growing church and we’re the only Episcopal 

Church in town. Woody expressed a wish that we could have a balanced budget to present to the 

congregation on January 29. The Vestry agreed that the $27,000 that is over budget will be compensated 

for with the $49,000 carryover from this year. Patty moved and Beth seconded that we accept the budget. 

The motion carried. 

Stewardship—Jerry Sonnabend reported that pledges are up 12 percent over the previous year, which 

exceeded the 10 percent goal for this year. There are a few people who have told him that aren’t going to 

pledge but will continue to give.  

Lenten Programs—Patty will write to Roy Tripp to ascertain what kind of Lenten program he thinks we 

should have. Patty suggested soup suppers and panel discussions with dinner before the programs at 

Smoking Planks, a local business. Woody suggested that Patty see if Roy already has something planned.  

Confirmation Classes—We know of three possible adults who have indicated an interest. It will be 

Roy’s decision as to how they will be instructed. 

Transition Team—Woody expressed a need for a transition team to help the Tripps acclimate to the 

area. Bob said he thinks we should involve people from all the areas we draw from. Roberta Aimar’s 

name was suggested. 

Complaint from new member--Woody asked for suggestions about how to approach this person. Five 

vestry members responded immediately to the person’s email complaint. Beth suggested that we have 

greeters to welcome the newcomers at services. A discussion followed about how to make new people 

feel included. Teege suggested that the VPODs greet people on the way out.  

Interim Rector’s Report—This was Jon’s last Vestry meeting as Interim Rector. He commented that St. 

Mark’s is at the point where we should think about where we’re going instead of where we’ve been.  

Outreach—Westley reported that the Committee met the night before. The Souper Bowl of Caring will 

take place on February 5 and is being organized by Carter Hoyt. This is the only other outreach effort for 

which the congregation is approached directly besides Dominican Republic scholarships. The Vestry 



agreed that the proceeds from Souper Bowl be donated to Phoebe’s Closet.  Westley pointed out that the 

HELP basket should be on the church steps on the first Sunday of each month before the 9 a.m service 

and returned to the Center after the 11 a.m service. This is the responsibility of the ushers, but she asked 

that VPODs make sure it happens. Westley further reported that Outreach will give a donation to CODA 

in memory of Barbara Yergens. Since Barbara was an interior designer, they will ask the CODA people if 

the living room there needs to be refurbished. Woody asked if that would be a good use of the furniture in 

storage, or at least some of it. Bob reported that the furniture in storage is worth $10,000. Westley will 

speak with Alison Davidow about this possibility. Jon suggested that the Committee also include Bill 

Yergens in the discussion 

Adult Education--Patty requested permission from to open Union Church one evening during February 

for a screening of a program about the National Cathedral. Permission was granted.  

Neighbor Relations--Julie asked that the congregation be encouraged to “lighten up” with their criticism 

of the upstairs resident at the Center, especially about his parking. She suggested that if he is taking up 

more than one parking space on Sunday morning (usually the only time we need parking spaces), that the 

VPOD knock on his door and ask him repark. 

Adjournment--Jon gave the closing prayer. Adjournment at was at 5:45. 

The next meeting of the Vestry is scheduled for February 15 in the Center. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Julie Petroff 

Vestry Clerk 

 

 


