
 

Third Sunday of Advent 

December 17, 2017 ~ 11:00 AM 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD , 

my whole being shall exult in my God. 

                 Isaiah 61:10 





This leaflet is provided to assist you in the liturgy. Numbers refer to musical selections found in the blue hymnals. Service music 

(denoted with S) is in the front of the blue hymnals. Hymns with W before the numbers refer to the green hymnal.  

Please move into silence as the altar candles are lit. 

Kids count at St. Mark’s 

Welcome to our family-friendly service. Our focus is on the children and their engagement in the service. 

Children are always welcome at any service at St. Mark’s. We hope that children young and old will enjoy 

this worship experience because kids count at St. Mark’s. 

Welcome and Invitation to Centering Quiet Time 

Musical Prelude  

The Lighting of the Advent Candles 

Reader During the third week in Advent, we spend time thinking about joy. From Psalm 5:11, we hear 

these words, “But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; let them ever sing for joy. Spread your protection over them, 

so that those who love your name may exult in you.” 

Two blue candles and the rose candle are lit. 

 

Processional Hymn (please stand) O come, O come Emmanuel Hymn  56 (vs  5,6,8) 

THE WORD OF GOD  

Celebrant    Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

People     And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

Celebrant    Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify 

your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Hymn of Praise (all sing))  O comfort, comfort ye my people Hymn 67 

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant  God be with you. 

People    And also with you.   

Celebrant   Let us pray. Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely 

hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 

The Lesson (please be seated)  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 

you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 

abstain from every form of evil. 

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and 

blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.      People   Thanks be to God. 

The Response Psalm 126 In convertendo 

1  When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, * then were we like those who dream. 

2  Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * and our tongue with shouts of joy. 

3  Then they said among the nations, * "The Lord has done great things for them." 

4  The Lord has done great things for us, * and we are glad indeed. 

5  Restore our fortunes, O Lord, * like the watercourses of the Negev. 



6  Those who sowed with tears * will reap with songs of joy. 

7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.  

 

Sequence Hymn (please stand)  Come, thou long expected Jesus Hymn 66 

The Holy Gospel    John 1:6-8,19-28 

Priest  The Gospel of the Lord.  People    Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon (Please be seated) The Reverend Roy Tripp 

(A period of silence follows the sermon) 

The Nicene Creed (please stand)  Sing to the tune of Hymn 686 

We believe in God the Father, God almighty, by whose plan 

earth and heaven sprang to being, all created things began. 

We believe in Christ the Savior, Son of God in human frame, 

virgin born, the child of Mary upon whom the Spirit came. 

Christ, who on the cross forsaken, like a lamb to slaughter led, 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, he descended to the dead. 

We believe in Jesus risen, heaven’s king to rule and reign, 

to the Father’s side ascended till as judge he comes again. 

We believe in God the Spirit; in one Church, below, above; 

saints of God in one communion, one in holiness and love. 

So by faith, our sins forgiven, Christ our Savior, Lord and friend, 

We shall rise with him in glory to the life that knows no end. 

The Prayers of the People  (The Reader and People pray responsively) 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;  

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world, especially for Donald, our President, and 

for our nationally-elected officials.  We pray for our Governor, Henry, and for our community: for Sam, Mayor of 

Port Royal, and for Billy, Mayor of Beaufort, as well as all local officials.  

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 



Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;  

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;  

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, especially Judy, Cathy, Sandy, Katherine, Christen, Joyce, Betty, 

Shirley, Maryann, Lea Anne, Bobby, Debbie, Nancy, Melissa Lee, Virginia, Barbara, Keary, Anne, Susan, Cleve, Jan, 

Jane, Dan, and others whom we now name.  

We pray also for The Episcopal Church on Edisto and the Diocese of Wyoming. 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Too often, we think joy is something big, O God. A brass band or a parade can certainly bring us joy. Just as easily 

and far more often, we can feel joy in a hug or the squeeze of hand, we can see joy in a smile or hear it in laughter. 

Help us to not overlook the simple joys that peak into our lives daily. This week in our Advent journey, open our 

eyes to the joy that surrounds us. Amen. 

Reader We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.  

Silence may be kept. 

Reader and People  Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 

  in your compassion forgive us our sins, 

    known and unknown, 

    things done and left undone; 

    and so uphold us by your Spirit 

    that we may live and serve you in newness of life,  

    to the honor and glory of your Name; 

    through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Celebrant concludes with an absolution or a suitable Collect. 

Celebrant      Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 

you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 

Celebrant  The Peace of Christ be always with you. 

People   And also with you.  

All greet one another in the Peace of Christ, after which they take their seats. 

Announcements            Vestry Person on Duty 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

The Offertory    Jesus, the Light of the World St. Mark’s Ensemble

   

Presentation Hymn            380 (vs 3) 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 

 praise him above, ye heavenly hosts: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 



The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to offer thanks and praise. 

Celebrant  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Gracious God, Creator of heav-

en and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of 

everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame 

or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 

for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus    Hymnal S125 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.   

Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest.   

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   

Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest. 

Celebrant  

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the  

calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 

flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and  

Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, 

you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of 

you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. When-

ever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People   

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory. 

Celebrant  

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, 

this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of 

Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through 

him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and 

bring us to that heavenly country where, with blessed Mark and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage 



of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and 

the author of our salvation. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory and praise for 

ever and ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer (all sing)      Hymnal S149 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and for ever. Amen.   

 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

Fraction Anthem: (all sing)         Hymnal S154  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us, 

therefore let us keep the feast. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Communion 

All who seek a deeper relationship with God are invited and welcome. To receive the Bread, please hold your hands out in front of you. 

To receive the Wine, guide the chalice to your lips. If you prefer, you may dip the Bread in the Wine and place it in your mouth.  For 

those who wish only to receive a blessing, please cross your arms over your chest. Gluten-free wafers are available; please speak to a priest 

when you come forward for Holy Communion. 

Communion Hymn On Jordan’s bank Hymn 76

                   

Prayer  of Thanksgiving                                                   

Celebrant  Let us pray. (please stand)   

All     Gracious God, far above all earthly grasp, yet given to us in food and drink; keep us true to the 

breaking of the bread and to the companionship of faith, that in body, soul and spirit, we might breathe 

your life-giving love into this world and help to bring your Kingdom ever nearer in our own day, through 

Jesus the Christ who gave himself for us. Amen. 

Blessing  

Processional Hymn   Tell out my soul, the greatness of the Lord Hymn 437 

The Dismissal          

Celebrant Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Musical Postlude 

 

SERVING TODAY 

Music Director: Diane Mullis-Waddell 

9:00 Acolyte: Warren Gibson; Gospel Bearer: Sally Mayse; Lay Reader: Jim Rowe; Lay Eucharistic Ministers: 

Alison Davidow & Jim Rowe; Ushers: Barbara & Bob Anderson; VPOD: TBA; Sacristan: Sally Mayse   



 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WELCOME VISITORS. We’re glad you could join us this morning! Please make yourselves known to the greeters  

so they can give you a visitor’s name tag. If you wish to be placed on our mailing list or be contacted, fill out the  

visitor’s card and drop it in the offering plate. To receive our e-newsletters, contact the office at 843-379-1020 or 

stmarksc@gmail.com, or sign up on our website.  

ATTENTION CHILDREN AND PARENTS: 

• A nursery for infants and small children is available across the street in the Center during the service. 

• Activity packs for children to use during services are under the card table in the back. A greeter can direct you. 

• On the 1st and 3rd Sundays, a “family-friendly service takes place at 11 AM in Union Church. On other Sun-

days, Sunday School with lessons based on the lectionary is held for children K-3rd grade in the Center. 

CHRISTMAS EVE THIS YEAR FALLS ON THE 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT.  That means there will be 

a celebration of Holy Eucharist at 11 AM on Sunday, Dec. 24. In keeping with liturgical tradition, that service will 

include Advent prayers and lessons and Advent hymns (no Christmas carols). The festive Christmas Eve Holy  

Eucharist will take place at 5 PM that afternoon with carol singing beginning at 4:45. There is NO service planned 

for Christmas Day. 

IF YOU ORDERED PLEDGE ENVELOPES, please pick them up from the Center. 

LAY LITURGICAL MINISTERS, please check the schedule on the webpage and let Julie know your preferred 

dates. New participants encouraged! 

WEDNESDAYS @ ST. MARK’S--Join us at 10 AM or at 6 PM (includes a light supper) as we explore Advent 

themes though Charles Dickens’ beloved classic A Christmas Carol. Join us also for a celebration of Holy Commun-

ion in Union Church at 5:30. 

PHOEBE'S CLOSET IS SEEKING donated items for their "Santa's Workshop," where children pick out gifts 

for themselves or others. You can take items directly to Phoebe's on Tuesdays from 10 to noon and Wednesdays 

from 3-5 PM during the entire month of December.  They will also hand out treats to the homeless on Fridays this 

month--candies, cookies, cakes, etc. All items should be individually wrapped and dropped off there. PLEASE take 

all donations to Phoebe's Closet at 1602 Columbia Ave. COFFEE WITH THE WANDERING RECTOR 

will be suspended until February. 

TO HAVE MEMBERS OF ST. MARK'S PRAYER MINISTRY PRAY for you or a loved one, contact  

Debbie Dawsey-Davis at 843-812-8255 or debdd3@gmail.com. Also, contact Julie in the office at 843-379-1020 or  

stmarksc@gmail.com if you or a family member is in physical or emotional need, and she will pass the information 

on to the appropriate persons. You can also contact Rev. Roy directly at stmarkscrector@gmail.com. 

TODAY WE ASK YOUR PRAYERS for  Judy Parichy, Cathy Dinkins, Sandy Johnson, Katherine Sjoblom, Chris-

ten Miller, Joyce Gray, Betty Herrod, ShirleyPaulk, Maryann Strickland, Lea Anne Crago, Bobby Sellers, Debbie 

Dawsey-Davis, Nancy Knisley, Melissa Lee Sickell, Virginia Whitaker, Barbara Pinkerton, Keary Mull, Anne Erring-

ton, Susan Stoffel, Cleve Brown, Jan Pinckney Bradley, Jane Twenge and Dan Bunton. 

TO CONTRIBUTE FLOWERS as a memorial or in thanksgiving, please contact Peggy Dixon at peggydix-

on64@gmail.com or 610-400-4063 to arrange a date. Cost is $30. 

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS to  Debbie Dawsey-Davis on Dec. 19. 

G-O-T IS COMING SOON! 
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