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While our lives are full of words, some matter more than others.  For example, consider 

 the words we used to invite a particular someone on a first date, rather than the other dates 

since; 

 the words we use to apologize, as opposed to the words we use to hurt; 

 or the words we use to say goodbye to a loved one for the last time in contrast with the 

thousand other goodbyes we say. 

 

In today’s gospel reading, we are treated to those kinds of words.  Not last words, but first…at least the 

first Luke records of Jesus…which makes this scene very important in understanding who Jesus is and 

what he is up to.  In a sense, this is Jesus’ inaugural address.  Inaugural addresses are important.  They 

are the way leaders set forth not only their priorities, but also a vision of what is possible and should be 

done.  A century and a half ago, President Lincoln used his second inaugural address to do something 

that no President had ever done before, and that is, to speak of the nation in critical terms…in order to 

name the evil of slavery, the toll it had exacted in human flesh and warfare, and the need to stay the 

course and resolve both the war and its cause. 

 

In today’s gospel, Jesus announces his mission.  Using words from the prophet Isaiah, he describes the 

kingdom of God.  It is a promise of God’s aid and presence.  And all of this and more is summarized by 

the words…GOOD NEWS: 

 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because I have been anointed to bring good news 

to the poor, sent to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, 

to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

 

What is striking, if you listen closely, is that this good news is only good if you are willing to admit what 

is hard in your life, what is lacking, what has been most difficult.  It is not “good news” in general, but 

rather good news for the poor.  It is not just release, but release to those who are captive, sight to those 

who are blind, freedom to those who are oppressed.  In other words, God offers words of comfort, but 

such words only mean something to those living in discomfort. 

 

How might we hear those words today in this time and place?  I raise this question only after I 

considered the time any of us spends acting as if we have it all together, or the money spent trying to 

look better, get fitter, appear younger.  There is so much pressure on us externally from the culture at 

large and internally from ourselves to not need anything or anyone.  It makes one wonder if Jesus’ 

message has any value amidst the stories we tell ourselves about being perfect, the commercials we pay 



attention to telling us that we really can have it all, or the ads that promise us that if we just purchase 

this product we’ll never feel insecure again.  These are all false – and deep down we know it. 

 

So while Jesus’ message is good news, it must first strike us as bad news, the bad news that we are not 

who we want to be or can be, and we never will be when left to our own devices.  Jesus comes bringing 

good news to us who are in need, who cannot see, and admit to our need for help. 

 

But when we can admit that need, when we can be honest about our deep hurts, fears, and longings, 

three things seem to happen.  First, we feel an immense freedom simply from admitting the truth.  Bad 

news when it is true is still better than a pretty lie.  Second, we can receive the help and comfort that 

God offers – release, sight, healing, freedom and more.  Third, we realize we don’t simply receive help 

and comfort, but we are also invited to offer it to others.  We are invited, that is, not just to hear and 

receive good news, but to BE good news! 

 

This in a sense is what the Body of Christ and community of faith is – God’s hands through us delivering 

the promise of good news to all who come in need.  AFRAID?  Come here to find courage.  LONELY?  

Come join our community.  ILL?  Come here, or better, let us come to you…to care for you.  ISOLATED?  

We will visit you.  DISCOURAGED?  Let us gather together and encourage one another. 

 

And so, I think this inaugural sermon of Jesus is ours to preach and finish.  Or maybe, not ours to finish, 

but ours to make sure keeps on happening,  Because the good news of the Gospel is never ours to finish, 

but only ours to keep on being and preaching as the Body of Christ. 

 

 


