
It was the fall of 1983, Thanksgiving to be specific. I was home 
on holiday from my 2nd of 3 years @ The Virginia Theological 
Seminary in Alexandria. Not only was there the normal thrill of 
being home for holiday, but there was the additional thrill of my 

upcoming marriage on December 30.

Mother and I were busily checking off the few remaining items 

left to be done for the big day before I headed back to Seminary 
for end of semester papers to write, last classes to attend and 
studying for exams. At the moment, all of that was the furthest 

thing from my mind.....I was focused on the wedding, my 
wedding @ that.....


A remaining item was to find my birth certificate for the marriage 
liscence. After several days of looking, Mother announced she 

couldn’t find it . So, the next day I went down to the court house 
to obtain a copy which happened easily and quickly. Once in the 
car I looked at it. To my surprise and horror, the section for the 

babies name read......”No Name Baby Girl!” Well, you can 
imagine the questions I had for Mother once home. To add insult 
to injury, Mother said they didn’t name me until after leaving the 
hospital because they thought I was going to be a boy! What a 
surprise I was, so much so, they were stumped and unprepared 

with a girl’s name.


Whenever this story comes to mind, it gives me pause and  
opportunity to reflect on the power of naming. Naming someone 

has to do with giving an individual a personal identity, a 



uniqueness, one that no one else has, it can confer purpose, 
power, destiny and direction.


Consider how often this happens in Scripture:


In Genesis 32:28, 
      Jacob was renamed Israel:
The man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob. You have 
struggled with God and with men, and you have won; so your 
name will be Israel.” Thus Jacob took his place in the line of the 
great Patriarchs of the Old Testament..

In Genesis 17: 

      when Abram was ninety-nine years old, God declared 
his new name: "Abraham" – "a father of many nations.” 
God gave Sarai the new name "Sarah"-“ a mother of 
many nations” and blessed her with a child, named Isaac, 
when she was well beyond child bearing age.


In the New Testament.......

      Simon, an Apostle, in Matthew 16 is renamed Peter, 
which means “rock”......Jesus saying, upon this “rock” I 
will build this church.

       Saul, renamed Paul, in Acts 13 when Ananias came 
to restore his site after the blinding light of his conversion 
on the road to Damascus, with the express purpose to 
persecute followers of this new way.


Today our Gospel reading is Luke’s account of the baptism of 
Jesus. Two elements in this passage stand out....




                   First, baptism is about identity. We hear the voice 
from heaven address Jesus in the first person: “You, Jesus,  are 

my Son, the beloved; with you, Jesus, I am well pleased.” 
Baptism teaches us who we are, gives us an identity beyond any 
identity another person, situation or circumstance of this world  
might ever bestow upon us. In baptism the first of many steps 
are taken in coming to know that we are one of God’s beloved, 
and confers upon us the promise of God’s unconditional regard. 

In an era when so many of the traditional elements of identity 
construction have been diminished.....we change jobs and 

careers with frequency, most of us have multiple residencies 
rather than growing up and living in a single community, the idea 
of what constitutes a family is evolving and changing, there is a 

craving to figure out just who we are and where we belong. 

In rresponse to this craving and need, baptism reminds us that 
we discover our identity/who we are in relation to WHOSE we 
are, non other than God’s beloved. We belong to God’s family, 

and baptism is the tangible sign of that. 


The second element in Luke’s account of Jesus’ baptism is that 
this is God’s work. Interestingly, in Luke’s account John does not 
actually baptize Jesus due to his imprisonment by Herod. Rather, 
it is the Holy Spirit, the life giving force of God that awakened in 
Jesus his particular identity.....who he was, the beginnings of his 

purpose and ministry in life. The good news here, for you and 
me, is that the same Holy Spirit present @ Jesus’ baptism is 

present @ ours to awaken in us our particular identities, purposes 
and ministries in life. And, if that isn’t enough, an added benefit is 
to give us what we need to live into our identities and ministries 



living with the confidence that no matter how often we fall short 
or fail, nothing that we do, or fail to do, can block out or remove 

the indentity that God conveys upon us as a gift. Our relationship 
with God is the one relationship in life we can’t screw up 

precisely because we did not establish it.  We can neglect this 
relationship, we can deny it, run away from it, ignore it, but we 
can’t destroy it, for God loves us too deeply and completely to 

ever let us go. 

Again, in our time when relationships are fragile or tattered and 
the world stands on the bring of destruction, it comes as good 
news that this primary relationship with God remains solid and 

intact no matter what. In fact, trusting that we all reside in God’s 
hands, we are freed to give ourselves wholly and completely to 

the other relationships and circumstances of our lives and stand 
firmly in the midst of our ever changing lives and world.


While it is one thing to know, about baptism, it is another to 
remind ourselves and one another of this incredible gift that gives 
us our identity as God’s beloved and moves us forward in living 

out our identities, purposes and ministries. 


Today is the 1st Sunday in the season of Epiphany which is 
always set aside to remember the baptism of Christ, that moment 

in time when he received his identity and began the process of 
discerning and living out his purpose and destiny as God’s 

beloved son. This Sunday in turn gives us an opportunity to be 
reminded of our own baptisms which we share with Christ......we 

do so in the following ways:




......In a moment we will collectively renew our baptismal vows 
with the Apostle’s Creed, followed by five questions and 

responses to assist us in living out our baptismal promises.


......When you come forward for Comminion, you might choose to   
Dip  a finger in the baptismal font that contains water that has 
been blessed, and in turn make the sign of the cross on your 
forehead; a reminder that in the waters of baptism you were 

sealed by the power of the Holy Spirit and marked as Christ own 
forever.


.....consider Making it a habit when you wash with water to 
remember your  baptism and the promises God made to you in it. 

You might recite the following words......I am God’s Beloved, 
called, sent and equipped to make a difference in the world.


.........Throughout the course of a day, pause to remind yourself 
that you are God’s Beloved, that you have an identity that no 

individual or event can ever take away from you. My bet is that 
you will walk a little taller with a spring in your step, and a smile 

on your face, and who knows, you might even let someone know 
that you are part of the “Episcopal branch of the Jesus 

Movement, a followerof Jesus’ Way, seeking to live like him, 
serious about moving out to grow loving, liberating, life-giving 
relationships with God (evangelism); to grow relationships with 
each other (reconciliation); and to grow relationships with all of 

creation (creation care).


Let us pray....


https://www.episcopalchurch.org/evangelism
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/reconciliation
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/creation


Oh God, who claims us as your own and who calls us to be your 
partners in the world, descend as a dove, rest upon us, rest on 

us and work through us we pray....Amen


T



