
Minutes of the Annual Meeting 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

January 21, 2019, 10 AM 

 

Opening Prayer & Remarks; Approval of 2018 Minutes 

St. Mark’s Rector, the Rev. Roy Tripp, opened the meeting with a prayer and introductory 

remarks. He called for a motion to approve the minutes of the 2018 Annual Meeting. A motion 

was made, seconded and passed by voice vote. 

 

Review of Past Year 

Senior Warden Barney Forsythe encouraged the 97 attendees to read the reports that were 

included in the printed Annual Report and accompanying financial documents. He drew attention 

to the Mutual Ministry Review and thanked Louise Moses for compiling the results. He noted 

that 97 people responded to the survey. The overwhelming majority affirmed that St. Mark’s is 

living its mission as an inclusive and welcoming faith community with an emphasis on worship 

and service. He pointed out two areas of needed improvement mentioned in the survey—a more 

active Vestry and increased variety in the musical program. He announced that St. Mark’s would 

begin holding a church- wide meeting on a quarterly basis. 

 

Treasurer’s Report & 2019 Budget 

Lewis Tabb presented the Treasurer’s Report. He reported that the church building was 

purchased with a minimum of debt. He explained that non-operating expenses include new 

initiatives and special events such as the Parish Retreat at Kanuga. He also pointed out that St. 

Mark’s has increased the amount it expends on outreach ministries. The Rev. Roger Smith 

suggested raising the amount earmarked for Episcopal Relief and Development by $1000. Roy 

Tripp responded that that would be something the Vestry would consider. A motion was made to 

approve the budget. The motion was seconded and passed by voice vote. 

 

Selection of New Vestry Members 

Barney Forsythe thanked outgoing Vestry members Mike Seymour and Linda Finnin and 

introduced Celeste Nalwasky and Dick Balkite, whose names had been placed in nomination by 

the Nominating Committee. He remarked that both were active members of St. Mark’s and had 

demonstrated leadership in their former parishes. He called for nominations from the floor; there 

were none. A motion was made to close the nominations, was seconded and passed. Celeste and 

Dick were elected to the Vestry by voice vote. 

 

Approval of Change to Articles of Association 

The next order of business was to change St. Mark’s Articles of Association, specifically Article 

IV, Section 2, to conform to the canon laws of the Diocese of South Carolina. The canons require 

that members of the Vestry be confirmed or received into the Episcopal Church. A motion to that 

effect was made, seconded and passed by voice vote. 

 

Selection of Convention Delegates 

Roy Tripp introduced the slate of delegates to the Diocesan Convention. They are Jim Phelps, 

George Utter, Susan Grimes and Katey Seibels (delegates); and Bill Libert, Lewis Tabb, Jane 

Forsythe and Paula Miller (alternates). A motion to approve was made, seconded and passed by 

voice vote. 

 

 

 



Questions & Comments 

Roy Tripp expressed thanks to the staff (Julie Petroff, Carter Hoyt and Diane Mullis-Waddell), 

the Vestry and Wardens, the altar guild and the altar flower committee. 

 

Rebecca Stephens suggested adding “Everybody is Welcome” to the new sign in front of the 

church. 

 

Ellen DeGray expressed thanks on behalf of HELP of Beaufort for the donated food items and 

funds. She explained that HELP’s clients have recently expanded by about 100 people. She also 

called for volunteers. 

 

Scott Shaffer expressed concern that lay readers have been asked not to comment or add their 

personal interpretations to the scripture readings. Roy expressed his point of view that although 

some lay readers feel confident enough to add commentary, others do not. He would like the 

reading to be consistent. He added that we could subscribe to commentaries, and Barney 

commented that we could publish these “illuminations” as a middle ground. Carter Hoyt 

commented that she would like to allow the Holy Spirit to speak to her where she is without 

others’ interpretations. 

 

Peggy Dixon announced that St. Mark’s cookbooks were available for $15 and all sales from this 

point on were now profit. She also thanked Julie Petroff for her work as Parish Administrator. 

 

Alison Davidow expressed thanks for the plan to have quarterly meetings. She also encouraged 

St. Mark’s members to take part as a faith group in the Martin Luther King Day Parade. She 

drew attention to the announcement that the Absalom Jones Day Celebration will take place at 

Voorhees College in Denmark, SC, on February 12. 

 

Anne Errington encouraged members to join the protest against contaminated water in Denmark 

at 1 PM on Jan. 26. 

 

Carter Hoyt drew attention to the fact that 85 St. Mark’s members participate as lay liturgical 

ministers, some in more than one capacity. She encouraged people to participate, especially as 

acolytes, gospel bearers and ushers. 

 

Julie Petroff announced that there are a number of vacant slots for altar flowers between the end 

of January and Easter and that people could donate flowers by filling out a “flower envelope” 

and enclosing a check. 

 

Roger Smith commented that being at St. Mark’s was “one of the most stimulating” points of his 

career. He also thanked St. Mark’s group of founders. 

 

Barney Forsythe thanked Junior Warden Westley Byrne for all her hard work in facilitating the 

purchase and refurbishing of the Union Church Building. He also thanked the Holy Spirit for 

sending us Roy and thanked him for his ministry and leadership. 

 

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned. The Rev. Roy Tripp gave the benediction. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Julie Petroff, Parish Administrator 



 


