
Minutes of the Annual Meeting 

10:00 – 10:50 a.m., January 24, 2016 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

Port Royal, South Carolina 

 

 

Handouts prior to meeting: (Attached) 

Agenda 

Ministry Reports for 2015 

Treasurer’s Report, Budget and Balance Sheet 

Articles of Association 

 

Jon Coffey, Interim Rector, called the meeting to order. Since the Senior Warden’s (Woody Rutter) flight 

was delayed because of the weather in New York and the Junior Warden (Teege Culp) was on a previously-

scheduled out-of-town trip, Fr. Coffey asked the congregation if they wanted to postpone the meeting. The 

voice vote was overwhelmingly “no.” 

 

Fr. Coffey announced that form Vicar Roger Smith was being named “Rector Emeritus in Perpetuity” and 

presented him with a plaque. 

 

Bob Pinkerton presented the Treasurer’s Report (attached). The highlights were as follows: 

 St. Mark’s took in more than expected in 2015 and expended less than expected. 

 The Budget  for 2016 is similar to the one for 2015. The main difference is that Fr. Coffey is 

working fewer hours than Jim Dannals and is therefore being paid less. 

 $17,000 has been allocated for the search and relocation expenses for a new rector. 

 The Balance Sheet is different from 2015’s because St. Mark’s purchased the lot adjoining the 

Center. 

 St. Mark’s became a parish. 

 

The Treasurer also reported minor changes to be made to the Articles of Association (changing mission to 

parish, etc.). Bonnie Connolly moved to accept the changes, several people seconded the motion, and the 

motion was passed. 

 

Stewardship Chairman Jerry Sonnabend presented the Stewardship Report (attached). Pledges were better 

than the year before but not as good as we had hoped. He pointed out that we always exceed the goal as the 

year goes on. 

 

Bonnie Connolly reported for the Nominating Committee. Nominees for three-year terms were Westley 

Byrne (who is already serving the remainder of a term for a member who resigned), Mike Seymour and 

Linda Finnin. These three were elected by acclamation. A one-year term is unfilled and that person will be 

elected by the Vestry at its next meeting. 

 

There was some confusion about who was nominated to be a delegate to the Diocesan Convention and who 

was nominated as an alternate. Also, the nominating committee had not been aware that we needed four 

alternates instead of two. Buster Davis, Scott Shaffer, Sally Mayse and Anne Errington were elected as 



delegates; Anne-Marie Irwin and Bonnie Connolly were elected to be alternates. Ken Kraft and Barney 

Forsyth were nominated from the floor and were elected to the remaining two alternate positions. 

 

Alison Davidow, Chairman of the Outreach and Mission Committee, presented a report. A significant 

changes in the ways monies are allocated is that St. Mark’s will move from individual budgets for various 

charitable entities to a “large pot” to support St. Mark’s “passions” in Outreach. The needs of the entities 

will be examined and monies allocated appropriately. Alison stressed that there is a need for two 

approaches: a team approach and an individual one. There is a special need for support of individuals having 

emergencies. The example given was a man who had been released from jail and had nowhere to go. 

 

Fr. Coffey thanked Bonnie Connolly and Charlie Keith for their three-year service on the Vestry. He also 

pointed out that the two most important events for 2016 will be the search for a new rector and the decision 

of the SC Supreme Court regarding Diocesan property that is in dispute as a result of the split in the 

Diocese. Fr. Coffey emphasized that whatever way the court decision goes, reconciliation is only possible 

through Jesus Christ and that we will not “return animosity for animosity.” 

 

The meeting adjourned at 10:50 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Julie Petroff 

Vestry Clerk 

 

 

 


