
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Port Royal, South Carolina 

January 29, 2017 

  

  

The congregation gathered in Union Church following the 10:00 service.  At 11:15 Rev. Jon 

Coffey opened the meeting with a prayer, followed by a brief Interim Rector’s report. 

Senior Warden Woody Rutter then officially called the meeting to order.  He began by thanking 

the Search Committee for a job well done, and recognized Barney Forsythe, who announced 

“We have a new Rector!”  He thanked the Search Committee and the congregation for their 

support of the entire process.  Roy and Liz Tripp have made an offer on a house on Broad Street, 

which has been accepted.  They are due to arrive in Beaufort on February 20th, with their first 

day at St. Mark’s being March 5th, the first Sunday in Lent. 

  

A small Transition Team has been appointed to assist the Tripps in their move from Duxbury, 

Massachusetts to Beaufort, South Carolina: Roberta Aimar, George Jones, Jerry Sonnabend, and 

Jane Forsythe. 

  

Woody then called upon Bob Pinkerton to give the Treasurer’s Report.  The Treasurer’s Report 

was very positive.  Highlights: pledges were up 11% over last year, and we closed the year with 

an operating surplus of $45,000, and are thus well-positioned for the expense of having our first 

full-time Rector.  Bob emphasized that he always creates a conservative budget, and that he is 

projecting a deficit next year.  Part of that deficit is due to $10,000+ in non-recurring relocation 

expenses.  If we continue to grow, Bob feels we are likely to break even next year.  Woody 

called for a motion to accept the treasurer’s report.  It was moved, seconded and approved 

unanimously. Woody thanked Bob on behalf of the parish for his years of dedicated service, and 

for agreeing to serve as treasurer next year. 

  

Woody called on Debbie Dawsey-Davis to give a report on Pastoral Spirituality.  Debbie 

explained the rationale for the two prayer lists, which is modeled after Grace Cathedral’s 

recommendation.  The “private list” has 20-25 names on it each month, known only to Debbie 

and the Rector.  The “public list” contains names which are given with permission, and prayers 

are asked for “health, healing, and comfort”.  Jon Coffey commented on confidentiality and rigor 

of accounting as a faith community. 

  

The slate of new Vestry members proposed by the outgoing Vestry members was approved 

unanimously: Teege Culp is renewing her commitment, Barney Forsythe, Tom Miller, and John 

Moses.  Thanks were given to Jerry Sonnabend, Bob Pinkerton, and Woody Rutter for their 

service.  Bob will remain as treasurer.  The motion was made, seconded, and accepted 

unanimously. 

  

In Teege Culp’s absence, Woody Rutter introduced those selected to be convention delegates: 

Jane Frederick, Laura Nehf, Nicole Passeggio. Alternates: Don Altman and Woody Rutter.  The 

motion was made, seconded, and approved unanimously.  

  

Woody then opened the floor for comments or questions. 



  

-Chair of the Outreach Committee, Alison Davidow, urged all to look at the list of donations 

made by St. Mark’s.  It is “humbling and generous.”  She noted that the church will be making a 

donation to CODA in memory of Barbara Yergens.  We also gave CODA a generous 

contribution earlier this year.  Barbara was very involved with that organization.  Alison also 

said that she would welcome more members to the Outreach Committee. 

  

-Rev. Jack Nietert made the comment that, given the age and growing size of the congregation, it 

might be a good idea to have a few “regulars” at each of the two services trained in CPR.  Jim 

Rowe volunteered that he would speak with Jack about this issue.  Woody commented that it 

would be a good topic to be considered by the vestry 

  

- Carter Hoyt made the comment that seeing the congregation at the meeting makes her realize 

that we all miss people at the “other” service, and maybe we should periodically have one 

service instead of two.  She also suggested that we look at the directory to know who we are 

NOT seeing, and reach out to them. 

  

-George Utter urged those serving to refer to the written report of the Worship Committee. 

  

-Carter Hoyt issued a plea for more acolytes and ushers, 

  

-On the issue of Communications, Woody thanked Carter and Julie for their excellent work in 

communicating both with the parish and the community. The Facebook page needs more “hits,” 

and parishioners are urged to check out the website, which was updated by Jane Frederick. 

  

-Woody publicly thanked Diane Mullis-Waddell for her loyal and talented ministry as our music 

director. He said that he did not think she had missed a Sunday, and we are so grateful.  She 

received a standing ovation.  Woody also announced that the Vestry had approved raises recently 

for Diane, Carter and Julie- their first raises, and much deserved. 

  

-Jane Frederick announced that she was having a fund-raiser for Planned Parenthood at her house 

the following Tuesday. 

  

-Our Rector Emeritus, Roger Smith, stood and held up a book of Common Prayer.  He asked if 

everyone has his/her own copy, and to see him if we do not.  He said that every Episcopalian 

should have a copy of the BCP! 

  

Woody then made his Senior Warden’s Comments. (see attached) 

  

At 12:00, Jon Coffey closed the meeting by thanking the Senior Warden for his service, and 

followed with a prayer.  The meeting was adjourned.  

  

  

  

Minutes recorded by Nicole Passeggio 

  



  

  

 


